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MAINTAIN PACT FOR
STABILITY, MGA TOLD

KUALALUMPUR Sun —
Datuk Ser1 Dr Mahatiur
Mohamad said today the
Umno-MCA and Barisan
Nasional strategy of co-
operation was better for
stability, peace and eco-
nomic development than
?he chauvinistic styie
practised by the DAP or
PA'S in championing the
future of both the Chinese
and the Malay communi-
ues.

The Prime M:mster
urged the MCA to main-
tam 1ts high level of co-
operation with Cmno and
other Barisan component
parties to ensure political
stability and encourage
economic growtn wn the
country

He advised ihe M CA
against what ne called
DAP's communal style of
politics, which had been
adopted to show that the
party championed the
cause of the Chinese com-
munity.

He said there had been
tumesn the past when the
MCA had felt threatened
by the DAP. with rhe re-
sult that some MCA mem-
bers tried to oe more
chauvinistic than the
DAP.

“They feel that by
showing that they give
greater attention to the
Chinese community than
the DAP. they can defeat
the DAP.” he said a the
opening of the MCA gen-
eral assembly.

The Prime Minister
said that such a stand was
not in line with the Bari-
san Nasional, adding that
1t had 1n the past almost
destroyed the Umno-MCA
pact that formed the pil-
lar of the coahtion

“But the MCA leader-
ship has succeeded 1ncon-
taiming the DAP style of
sentiments and  ap-
proach,” he said.

Dr Mabhathir said the
DAP felt threatened by
the’ co-operation between
the Malays and the Chi-
nest through the Umno-
MCA pact.

He said that although
the DAP had at times won
more seats. the party had
not been successful in
leadmg any state govern-

ment.

What could the DAP of-
fer the Chinese communi-
ty that the MCA could not
when the DAP co-operat-
ed with Semangat 46 and
PAS. he asked

“The only thing the Chi-
nese community can get if
the DAP winsi1s DAP sec-
retary-general )Lim Kit
Slang as the Chief Minis-
ter of Penang and not Dr
Koh Tsu Koon (the pre-
sent Chief Minister from
Gerakan).” he said.

The Prime Mimster and
the Mentris Besar would
still be Malays from Se-
mangat 46 or PAS.

“There 1s nothmg the
DAP can do for the Chi-
nese community which
cannot be achieved by the
MCA and Gerakan,” he
added.

The MCA. he added,
should not be afraid of be-
ing accused of neglecting
the Chinese cause be-
cause Malay-Chinese and
Umno-MCA co-operation
benefitted the Chinese
commumty.

The Chinese communi-

t% would not benefit if
they faced tension with
the bumiputras, he said.

Dr Mahathir also said
the support of Malay vot-
ers was still politicaily vi-
tal for non-Malay parties
in the Barisan despite
some Malays going for
DAP-PAS co-operation.

“1f the Malays assume
that the MCA is too chau-
vinigtic. it will be difficult
for MCA candidates to get
their votes,” he said.

He added, however,
that there was evidence
that PAS supporters had
voted for the DAP in the
last general election.

Dr Mahathir also said
that the DAP had made an
*180-degree about-turn”
in its willingness not only
to co-operate and accept
the administration of Se-
mangat 46 if they formed
the government, but also
to work with PAS.

The DAP, he said, did
not dare reject the Na-
tional Development Poli-
cy (NDP) because this
would be opposed by Se-
mangat 46 and PAS.

“The NDP, in principle.
cannot be turned into a
political 1ssue to attack
the MCA. What was done
by the DAP can be de-
scribed as mit-picking. a
characteristic of the
DAP.” he said.

Dr Mahathir sad 1t was
meaningtess for the peo-
ple ta Jostle for the na-
ton’s weaith without co-
operaung to enhance eco-
nomic growth

He said rapid economic
growth was necessary for

the people to continue en-
joying the nation’s pros-
perity as the population
was fast increasing.

The rate of economic
growth should be higher
than the rate of popula-
uon growth if poverty
was to be prevented. he
said.

According to the Prime
Minister, the country’s
population has increased
from seven million at the
time of independence in
1957 to the present 18.6
million.

He said that if the peo-
ple had been overzealous
in grabbing wealth i the
past — when there had
been no economic growth
— the country would be in
a sorry state now.

“According to the Gov-
ernment’s estimate. the
population of Malaysia in
2050 will reach 70 million
and this means that we
have to strive harder to
improve the nation’s
wealth so that the stan-
dard of living will not de-
cline due to the increase
in the population.” he
said.

On political stability, Dr
Mahathir said that when
he met the US Secretary
of State here last week.
Mr James Baker had
asked how Malavsia, with
1its multi-ethnicity. had
managed to preventracial
strife.

“My answer wassimple

and short. [told him
‘Barisan Nasional’.” he
sard, adding that man

countries wanted to know
Malay sta’s secret.

_He said Malaysia’s po-
litica stability had given
the nation the world’'s
highesteconomic growth,
a fact that was acknowl-
edged globally. -

The Barisan, ae said.
believed 1nresoiving is-
sues through donsulta-
tions and not through
demonstrations or public
debate.

He said that as the MCA
would eventually have
more and more young
members, they should un-
derstand the history, on-
gin, tradition and system
decided by the party
founders.

“If they are not well-
versed with these, they
may cast aside these ba-
sics which have made Ma-
laysia stable and peace-
ful,” he added.

Referring to ties be-
tween the MCA and Gera-
kan, which were cold at
times, Dr Mahathir ad-
vised leaders of both par-
ties to attend each other’'s
general assemblies.

Leaders of Barisan
component parties pre-
sent at the opening cere-
mony Included Gerakan
president Datuk Seri Dr
Lim Keng Yaik, its secre-
tary-general Datuk Chan
Choong Tak, Penang_
Chief Mimster D r Koh
Tsu Koon, Penang Gera-
kan chief Datuk Tan Gim
Hwa, Umno secretary-
general Datuk hlohamed
Rabhmat, MIC deputy
pres fent Datuk S Subra-
mamam and PBDS pres:i-
dent Dstuk Leo Moggie
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