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KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 3, (Bernama) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathi_r_ 
Warnad said today the peopie stand to lose i.f the government fails to 

_Y 

implement development projects due to shortage of 1,and. . . ., " . * 

The people would suffer if the government could not build houses, 
hospitals, roads, schools and other. amenities,.. he sai.d when opening the 
20th delegates meeting of Part-i Gerakan here. 

+ As"we all know, there is not much government land iAft,+ he said in 
response to the opposition's criticism of the Land Acquisition (Amendment) 
Bill. 

He said in view of this it was important thatthe government be given 
the powers to acquire land for continued dev.elopment. 

+The amendment. i.s for the good of people in view'of the anticipated 
.increase in population and development ,+ he said. ’ I 

The Bill, approved by the Dewan Rakyat recently, would be tab,led at the 
Dewan Negara.-- more I 
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the governmenf?s:'move to amend .the Act was. 

exploited by the opposition and some sectors had 'accused the government of 
trying to rob the non-Malays of their land. , 

He said the allegation was baseless irresponsible'and dangerous. 
~"+UIhen acquiring land for developmen;, the government wi1'1'1 not take into 
consideration whether they belonged to Bumiput'e~as ornon-Bumiputeras,+ he 
said. I 

+wt? wi.11 not me racial SentimerJtS. This is not the way the Ba'risan 
!%s.ional administers the coUrJtry.i- 

He mm-cd the pe?~ple that the government would not acquire any land 
unless it was necessry for the purpose of development .-- more 
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He said the government would p&y compensation to owners of land that is 
acquired and .if t.hey were not sntisfi.ed wi.th. the amount. they cou1.d bring 
the matter to court. 

The allegation that the government was irresponsible and unfair was 
normal alriong the opposition parties and they woul.d countinue to repeat it 
each time they made a speech, he said. 

+In the Prai by-e; er.l.ion, we have seen how the opposition cri ti cised 
i-he government with -false accusation and exploited racial issues,+ he saic 

The opposj t j on par-t i es won several seats i.n t,he l‘ast general election 
by exploi.ting racial. sentiments, the Prime Minister said. 

They continued to make the same ill legations’ everi after investigations 
carried out, ‘by people on their sides, showed that what they said was 
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+ They will only stop acc\lsing when the people whom they accused become 
. their friends,+‘the Prime Minister said.-- more 
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” He ‘reminded Barisan Nasional component parti’hs of the, possibility of 
some Opposition parties using racial sentiments &-I a wider way to-regain 
the support of the people. 

t-Members of the BN should continue to expose the’opposition’s lies and 
not to champion the cause of any issue creat,ed by t.he opposition, + he said. 

The Prime Minister was confident t.hat the effhrts of the DAP, Serrkngtit 
46 and PAS 1-n jointly di screcli t the RN g’overnment would not succeed becausk 
they had no common stance. 
*I* +Their cooperation is a fal.se cooperation”‘, full of hypocrisies, aimed 
on1 y at capturing power, + he i-01 d the gathering attended also by l’e’+der:s’ af 
other 6N component part i(::s _ 

I-It=- said if the opposition parties.were able to form a coalition 
government, they wou,ld introd\lce stricter laws to ensurs that they could 
r-emain”in power. 

Such a government would not be ab1.e to bc,:,,Qg progress and benefit to 
the people, he saj (1. --Rernama ‘, .,: ,:a_ ‘. 8. ;,,‘. ‘. 
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