PM: Expose ihe Opposition’s lies
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat.

Prime Minister Da.mk_San
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
Barisan Nasional compo-
nent parties should expose
to the finish whatever lies
spread by the Opposition
against the Government.

The BN components
should also be wary of situa-
tions when they could be
championing issues created
by the Opposition, said Dr
Mahathir, who is also BN
chairman.

Speaking at the Gera-
kan’s 20th delegates confer-
ence here today, Dr Ma-
hathir said that it had
become a habit for the Oppo-
sition to accuse the Govern-
ment of being irresponsible
and unjust. They harped on
these accusations all the
time, he added.

Even after investigations

NSunl
made by people w 0 sided
with them showed that the
accusations were untrue,
the Opposition would con-
tinue to repeat the same ac-
cusations.

Dr Mahathir said: “Only
when the persons they ac-
cuse become their friends
will they stop their accusa-
tions.”

Citing the amendments to
the Land Acquisition Act,
1960 as an example of the
accusations, he said the ob-
jectives of the Bill were
twisted by the Opposition
for their own purposes.

They said the amendment
would enable the Govern-
ment to seize non-Bumipu-
tera land. This is totally un-
founded, irresponsible and
dangerous he said.

In acquiring land for de-
velopment purposes, the
Government does not dis-
criminate whether it is

owned by Bumiputeras or
non-Bumiputeras. The Gov-
ernment would not use ra-
cial sentiments because this
is not the Barisan Nasion-
al’s way of administration.

Dr Mahathir said: “But
land is a depleting asset and
it is vital for the Govern-
ment to be given the power
to obtain land for the pur-
pose of continuing the de-
velopment of the country.

“The Government will
pay appropriate compensa-
tion and if the owners are
dissatisfied with the
amount, they can take the
matter to court.”

The Opposition’s allega-
tion was also illogical, the
Prime Minister said. As a
Government elected by the
people, it would not take
away the people’s land if it
was not in the national in-
terest.

Against this background,

he said the people were now
fed up with the Opposition.

If component parties of
the BN also championed the
issues created by the Oppo-
sition, then they too would
run the risk of not being
trusted, Dr Mahathir said.

Also present were MCA
president Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik, deputy pres-
ident Datuk Lee Kim Sai,
vice-president Datuk Lim
Ah Lek and secretary-gener-
al Dr Ting Chew Peh.

Parti Bansa Dayak Sara-
wak president Datuk Leo
Moggie and Usno deputy
president Tan Sri Sakaran
Dandai were also present at
the assembly opening. The
assembly was attended by
about 1,000 delegates.

Dr Mahathir also said that
in the last general election,
co-operation between Se-
mangat 46, Pas and DAP had
brought down the BN Gov-

ernment in Kelantan.

“Hcwever, a few days af-
ter the Pas-Semangat 46
Government was formed
there, signs of a split ap-
peared The pact between
them continues to this day
only through force of legis-
lation.

“Similarly, if Pas and
DAP were to succeed in
forming a Government,
they will surely introduce
stricter laws to preserve
their coalition Government.
Such a Government will not

,b{ing happiness to the peo-
e

“Nevertheless, these
three parties will continue
to co-operate and always at-
tempt to put the BN Govern-
ment in a bad light.

“But we are confident
that they will not succeed
because their co-operation
is false and full of preten-
sions.
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