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ALOR SETAR, Aug 6 A(Bernama) -- Prime Minister, Datuk Seri Dr M&a#i-r 
Mohamad ----c--~---~-. said today the Kelantan State Legislative' Assembly should have an 
opposition to check on the PAS-led state government. 

He pointed out that Kelantan was the only state without an opposition 
inthe stilte assembly. 

+Tf there is no opposi.ti.on, the possibility of malpracticss occurri.ng 
is very great+, he told reporters here after attending the prize-giving and 
speech day of Kol ej Sultan Abdul Hamid. 

Dat-dc Ssri Dr Mahathir was commenting on the by-election; for the 
Kelantan state seats of l,i.mbongan and Sungai Pinang scheduled for Aug 24. 

He sajd the absence of an opposition in the Kslantan assembly was I 
+unhea 1 thy+ . 

+However good a person is, if he is not criticised, eventually he will 
do wrong things,+ he added. 

He said Kelantiin'state elected representatives from Parti Semangat 46 
and PAS feared they might things considered unfavourable by the state 
leadership which might lead .to their expulsion from the party and being 
dropped as 'an elected representative. -- mo,rs 
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This created a situation where state assemblymen avoided criticising 
the government, he added. 

+They will remain silent over whatever faults made by the government \, 
for fear of being expelled,+ he said. 
He said this did not happen at the federel le;'el and in other states 

where there was an opposition in the state assembfles. 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, who is Kelantan Umno Liaison Committ.ee 

chairman, said he did not rule out the possibility of Barisan Nasional 
using the issue of a need for an opposition as one of its mottos in the 
campaigning. 

+We know we cannot form the government through by-elections but we feel 
it..very necessary to have an opposi'tion in the state assembly,+ he .added. 
He said sever%1 principles had been set out on the selection of.; ,, 

candidates and their names wou'ld be announced later. s 
_.- ., 

The principles, agreed to by Kelantan lJmno, included ;sincerity and 
keeping to promj ses made, he added. -- more 
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathjr was asked if it was likely that the former state 
assemblymen, Haji Wan Mohamed Najib Wan Mohamad (Limbongan,) 'and,Haji Nord 
Salleh (Sungai Pinang) would be nominated because they won the seats with 
large majorities in the.1as.t general election. 
He said there might be voters who might not support them again and .it 

was a certainty that PAS supporters would not vote for them. 
He djd not r.ule out Rarisan Nasinnal ‘s chances of winning the seats but 

he said many people in Kelantan were not in favour, of UMNO: 
+I am confident,, one day, they will reconsidsr'their stand but as for 

11s) we will continue with our efforts,+ he. said. 
Asked why many people in Kelantan did not favour Umno, he said: +I +a 

really do not know... its taste... their taste is different-i' 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the RN strategy in the.,by-election would be 

tq prove its sincerity to champion the interests of the people in the 
Kelantan and to emphasise spriritual and mater-i:?3 development for the 
state. 

+We believe in a balance between what is happening now and the 
hereafter,+ he said. ’ 

The by-election would show whether the re-organisation of the state 
Umno was effective, he added. -- Rernama 
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