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J TTRA , ALIT  6 1 ( RerTIian\?l ) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
saicl today IJJJUX  is close to g e t t i n g  b a c k  i t s  a s s e t s  t,otalling  about  $1,5Q)Q)
million from the O-fficial  Ass ignee .

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, who is Umno president, said this was because
Umno ,now had proof that- more than 55 per cent of i.ts former members  had
rejoined the party. ,

T h e  1 au) stipu’lates  t.hat. Umno, which  was  deregi.stersd  by the court in
1988 bllt subsequent 1 y r-e-registered , must prove that. more. than 54) per cent
of its original members have r”i,!join(-!d  the party to enable it  to claim back
.its assets .

D a t u k  Seri Dr Mahathi.r  said that o\lt of  the 1.4 mill ion members before
the deregistration, more  than 7@8,Q1Q)Ql  had returned to the party.

IJmno wor.11d claim back it.s a s s e t s  t h e  s o o n e s t  p o s s i b l e ,  h e  t o l d
r e p o r t e r s  a f t e r  msetjny g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c e r s  at the Kubang  Pasu district
o f f i c e r ’ s  r e s i d e n c e  here.  -- m o r e

CNS4384
R- PE Q16-Qi8 QiQil63 E F 4 6 7
aae

Umno-assets 2  ,.litra

Datluk Seri Dr Mahathir , who is also Kubany Pasu Umno d iv is ion  chie f , *’
earlier met d.ivisional committee members at  the’.LJmno  office.

He  said members  wxe given until the end of this. month to verify their
msmQgrship but t h e  p a r t y  shollld not’wait for the deadl.ine t o - e x p i r e  b e f o r e
f i 1 I.ny the c1.a ims .

Datllk Seri. Dr Mahathir said al.though Umno had clear proof to make the
Claims, t h e r e  was a cli fference  of Apinion on how.to  go  about  proving  t h e
membership.

+Actual.  1 y , in the Umno form there is a question on whether the person
W,~S a former member but since this is not verified before a Commiss ioner  o f
Oath,  some feel .  it  !.s not valid,+ he s a i d . 1I ” _.

However, the  party  had  co l lec ted  rece ipts ,  membership  reg is ter ,  l e t ters  ”
and other types of evidence to show that more than..,7@Q),$Q)Q)Q)  ‘of  the-present
IJmno members were former m@mbers,  he sa.id. -- more
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At the meeting with government off i.cers , Da.tuk  Seri Dt- Mahathip said
I stat es wi 1-h thei r own solIrc:es of revenue should reduce ,dependence  on t.he

federal government to in$l ement  development projects.
T h i s  wo~lld  piit. the f ederal  government  in  a  bet ter  pos i t ion  tq he lp  poor

stat.ss  such as Kedah which needed  a id .
+The federal  &overnrnent  wants to he1 p al 1 sta<es &but i t  does  not  have

enol@~ money  to meet all requests from the state.4 is he added.
However, the g o v e r n m e n t  would try its best to &ive addit ional  a id  to

the needy states,  he said. : ,’-i_
Tn his speech, Menter i Bc?sar  ?an Sri Ha j i Osman Arof,f had sai’d K e d a h

I.

needed additional aid from the federal government. to implement development
projects. ’

I%tuk Seri Dr Mahathir, asked for hi s comment  o,n this, s.tiid  although
the country’s economic. growth was expanding rapiqly at. .more than nine per
cent annua 1 ly ,
Rernama

g o v e r n m e n t  revenue only yt-ew at .twt, per cent annually. --
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