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By Paul Gabriel 

ALOR STAR, Tues. - The 
Barisan Nasional cam- 
paign for the two Kelan- 
tan by-elections on Aug 24 
will centre on “the need 
for an opposition in the 
state.” Datuk Seri Dr _M- 
hathir Moh_amad_said to- 
say. 

The Prime Minister 
sdid such a battle cry was 
necessary because Kelan- 
tan was the only state 
without an opposition. 

He said the possibility 
of wrong-doings were 
very great with no opposl- 
tion, adding that the Fed- 
eral Government and oth- 
er states had always to 
contend with opposition 
parties. 

“The situation in Kelan- 
tan is truly unhealthy. 
However nice one can be, 
he is bound to commit 
wrong-doings if left un- 
checked,” Dr Mahathti 
told m&men after at- 
tend;:@ the Sultan Abdul 
Ham;d Colleee’s sneech 
and prize-giving da;. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
by-elections were vital 
not only because it pro- 
vided the Barisan an op- 
portunity to “watch over” 
the Kelantan Govern- 
ment, but also due to the 
“climate of fear gripping 
Semangat 46 and PAS As- 
semblymen (in Kelan- 
tan).” 

“As it is, they (Seman- 
gat and PAS Assembly- 
men) are in no position to 
say or do anything agamst 
the state leadership. 

“If they do, they’ll be 
expelled -from the- party 
and lose their assembly- 
men’s posts so they 
will never raise a hue no 

ed. 
Asked whether the re- 

shuffling of the Kelantan 
Umno after the October 
general election would 
have a “positive effect” 
on the party’s chances in 
the by-elections, he said 
he did not know as the pe- 
riod was too brief. 

“But we will get an idea 
from the by-elections,” 
added Dr Mahathir, who 
took over as Kelantan 
Umno chief after the gen- 
eral election. 

He also said Umno had 
decided on the nrincinles 
upon which tie caidil 
dates would be picked. 

“Rut we haven’t decid- 
ed on the candidates. We 
will announce their names 
later,” he said. 

To a question whether 
Haji Wan Mohamad Najib 
(Limbongan) and Haji 
Nordin Salleh (Sungai Pi- 
nang), who crossed over 
to Umno from Semannat. 
would be re-contesthg; 
Dr Mahathir replied that 
Umno was “not greedy.” 

On claims by observers 
that the Barisan stood a 
better caance if the two 
incumbents were fielded 
due to their comfortable 
wins last year, he said: 
“Maybe they will retain 
some support but there 
will surely be those from 
PAS who will also turn 
against them.” 

Dr Mahathir said the 
coalition was aware of the 
fact that the majority of 
Kelantan folk were “not 
at ease with Umno.” 

He said he was confi- 
dent that the Kelantan 
people would review their 
stand someday. 
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