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S H A H  ALAM, Aug 9 (Rernama)  - -  Malaysia , with Japan’s help in research

and cle~:elopment  , lx;i 11 se1 1 t e c h n o l o g y  to t h a t country  by the year 2000,
Prime Minister Dat-\lk Ser-i Dr ?&hath.ir  Mohamad  s a i d  t o d a y .

An atldcc! achi eve~nent \!!a~: that the- -new technology  would  be deve loped  b;r
Malaysian engineers , t~hls hoosti ng the country ’ s march towards
industrial isat i.on, he  to ld  reporters  a f ter  o f f i c ia l ly  opening  Matsushita
Ai r-Condi t i oni ng Wri-, Sc!n Rhd , Mat sushi ta Compressor and Motor Sdn Rhd and
laying the  f(3llndat  iOn stOne cJf Matsushita  Air-Conditioning R and D Cent.re
here.

He cornwr~~-1ed  the Matsushita group o f  companies  for  having  invested  $90
mi I7 ion in t-he research rentre  here, which when completed next year, aims
to invent or design new air -cnndit  inner-s locally in the future.

Thersaf  ter , the rTi:[JRIlRSP.  !~~O~li~i3IlJj’ aims to export the new designs and
invent ions  to  i ts  pr inc ipals  in  ,Jagan as a result  of  which,  the PJapanese
pri nci pa’1 woul d pay  royalt ies tc-, the Malaysian concern.

This would he an achievement  indeed for Malaysia as Matsushita
A i r - C o n d i t i o n i n g  Carp uas currently paying royalties to Matsushita Research
o f  CJapan, Datuk Seri Dr ?,lahathir  a d d e d .

He said the R and D centre  to he bui 1 t by Matsushita was amp1 e proof
that ,Ja\Jan was seriorls in transfering  its technology to Malaysia despite
claims ,to the contrary _

For examp 1 e , he said that lpithout CJapanese  t@chnology, M a l a y s i a  w o u l d
not haVe been able tr, manufa~.:turt th.e Proton’ Saga; adding other countries
were  nnt  alble or did not want to do so.

He fsl t that other fc_lreign  companies should put more emphasis on R and
D , wh i c ti in t i me t 0 come , w o u l d  e n a b l e  Pvlalaysians  to be self-r.eliant  in
technological development anr! al.lnw Malaysi a to compete  ~311 an equal f o o t i n g
w i t h  o t h e r -  industrialised nations. -- Rernama
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