Japanese
serious
about
imparting
know-how
says PM

By Edwaf‘e Cheah

SHAH ALAM, Fri. — The
Japanese are serious in
efforts to transfer tech-
nology to Malaysia, the
Prime Minister said to-
day.

He said the joint-ven-
ture with Mitsubishi Mo-
tor Corporation to pro-
duce the national car was
one good example.

“Perhaps it would not
have been possible for us
to build the Proton Saga
without Japanese technol-
ogy because in the field of
car building, there is no
one else who is willing or
capable of transferring
this technology to us,” Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
‘hamad said.

Speaking to reporters
after laying the founda-
tion stone for the $90 mil-
lion Matsushita Air-Con-
ditioning Research and
Development Centre.(Ma-
crad), Dr Mahathir said
the investment was addi-
tional proof of the ear-
nestness of the Japanese
in this regard.

“In fact, it is the inten
tion of the company to one
day have this R&D centre
develop and design roum
air-conditioners and com-
ponents which would en-
able associated compa-
nies in Japan to build
them by paying a royalty.

“By 1997 or the year
2000, we will be gble to
sell technology to Japan.
The Matsushita R&D cen-
tre here wifl also com-
prise majaly Malaysian
engineers,” he said.

Dr Mahathir hoped that
other Japanese and multi-
national companies would
set up R&D centres in Ma-
laysia.

Asked whether he was
atisfied with the level of
echnology transfer by
on-Japanese cgmpanies,

the Prime Minister said
he wanted to see the coun-
try’s capability improve
always.

He pointed out that
American electronic com-
panies like Intel and Mo
torola had undertaken
R&D efforts and trained
Malaysians.

In his speech, Dr Ma-
hathir told local compa-
nies to take a long-term
view of R&D although it
involved huge invest-
ments because the efforts
would improve the quality
of Malaysian goods and
boost the country's com-
petitive edge.

The Government, he
said, would continue to
provide the basic infra-
structure and the environ-
ment necessary for R&D
efforts.

“Research calls for a
special attitude on the

part of those involved in
it. One cannot be a re-
searcher if he is not will-
ing o question whatever
he knows or has learnt.

“New  approaches and
creations cannot come
about If a researcher be-
lieves that the present ap-
proach and methods are
the only ones which can
be used,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the
success or failure of a re-
search programme de-
pended on the persever-
ance of the researcher
who must be willing to
press on even though he
might be faced with nu-
merous failures.

He said R&D efforts
ought to be an important
and permanent feature in
any industry.

Earlier Dr Mahathir
said his meeting today
with Kelantan Mentri Be-

~

sar Haji Nik Abdul Aziz
Nik Mat touched on the
possibility of co-operation
between the state and
Federal Governments in
developing Ketantan.

“I stressed to him that
the Federal Government
does not intend 1o ob-
struct the development of
Kelantan or biock the
spending already allocat-
ed,” he said, adding that
the form of co-operation
had not been determined
(See Page 2).

To a question, Dr Ma-
hathir reiterated that any
Federal Government as-
sistance should not be po-
liticised.

“If they should claim
that even without sup-
porting the Government,
they still obtain help, then
this would create uneasi-
ness on the part of the
Federal Government,” he
satd.
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