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Mahalthi  r - dpctors 6 -1
bn, ?,I
RANG-I, Ally  IQ)  (Rernama ) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathi r

MohamacI  sai d t oha  y the government wi 1 1 not match fiiesa?arli  es ’ of---government
c-bctors-  w i t h  t h a t  o f  pri.vate doctors  HS  thi,s  has not the  method o f  s topping
them from jo in ing  the  pr ivate  sector . , .

T f t tie government were to increase the sal at- ies-  of government doctors
the  pr ivate  sector  would of fer ’ ever1 hi gher sal ar i es and there wuoul  d be no
end t 0 t h i s pr’dbl em, he !+a  id .

+The  country ’ s progress, expanding economy and peql  e who are wi lling
to  pay  high  fees  for  the  serv ices  o f  pr ivate  doctors  have  caused  a  shortage
of doctors in government hospi.tals  ,+ the Prime Minister said. S

The Government did not have the allocation to pay higher salaries to
doctors , he  to ld  reporters  a f ter  accompanying  Datuk  Seri  Dat in  Paduka  Dr
Siti  Hasmah  to  the  Ilniversiti’  tisbangsaan  Malays ia  (IJKM)  where she re.ceived
an  honori3ry  doctorate  in  medic ine .  .’

If  the  government  were  to  pay  h igher  sa lar ies  to  i ts  ,doctors  other
sectors  of the  prlbl  i c  service  would also  .ask  for  h igher  sala’riqs,  he  said .,
- -  more
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To overcome the shortage, the  government  would  styive  to  incr&se  the
number  of such professi onal  s but many Malaysians were not interested in
reading  medic ine  beca~~se  o f  the  long  durat ion  o f  .the course

+They  go  for  courses  in  which  they  c:an
he sai  d.

c0rit.i  nue  to cause a shortage of doctors. +
get degrees easi  1 y ‘and  this wi 11

Malaysian st\ldents  shr)u.ld  be prepared to make $,ac;ri  fices  and enter
f ie lds  (If  stlltly  where  there  was a  shortage of  profess ionals  he  ‘ sai ’d

The government would recrlri t foreign doctors,  ~4 one of th;!  ways of -
easi  rly  the shortage of doctors in the country., he added .

OrI  al lowing government doctors to serve in private hospi  tills’  and
~1.  irri(:.s, DRf:uk  Ser*i Dr MahHf:hir  said the government was for this which was

. long  ‘practised’in  other  countr ies .
Meverthel  ess the proposa 1 was st i 11 being studied he added.
or]) the  proposal to have more medicalfncul  ties ;he ‘said the government

\UaS  consi,tlering  t h i s  to p r o v i d e  more opportunit.;es  to t h o s e  wishing to r e a d
rued i ci  r)e . -- Rernama\
V18/@8/16-27MST



The Prime Mirlistsr  also said the government would  not set up a special
services  commission to  safeguard the  interests  and  needs  of  lo&l
11ni vnrsj t i RS.

Even  i f  the  speci.i?l  commission were to  be  set ‘:So.  as  to ’  separate
\lniversity staf f  from t.he  Publ ic  Services  Commiss ion ,  a l locat ion  for  sucha
(:cxrunission  would  st i 1.1 have.  to come from t.he  $xxrnment  , he si3i.d.

The Prime Minister said this when asked to comment on the proposal by
Universiti  MB~RYR  Vice-Chancsl.lor  Prof  THib  Osman  that  such a  commiss ion  he

, set up in  the  interests  o f  local  univers i t ies  and  to prevent  academic  staf f
f-rrxn  Leav ing  to join  the  pr ivate  sec tor  . . 1

Even  i f  the  comrnissjnn  were to be set  up, the  government /was unwi 11 ing
to  Increase  the  salar ies  o f  doctors  RS  o ther  set:t,t,rs  of the  c iv i l  serv ice
wor~ld  al s o  d e m a n d  higher s a l a r i e s ,  he  s a i d .  - -  Rsrnama  ’
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