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BANGI, Aug 1 /Rernama ) -- Prime Minister Datuk\Seri Dr Mahathi r
Mohamad sai d t ©da y the government wi 11 not match the salaries of government
doctors with that of private doctors as this vas not the method of stopping
them from joining the private sector. Y

1 f t tie government were to increase the salat- ies_ of government doctors
the private sector would offer’ even hi gher sal ar i es and there woul d be no
endt 0t hisproblem, he said . ) ] _

+The country s progress, €xpanding economy and peopl e who are wi 11ing
to pay high fees for the services of private doctors have caused a shortage
of doctors in government hospitals ,+ the Prime Minister said.

The Government did not have the allocation to pay higher salaries to
doctors, he told reporters after accompanying Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr
Sitj Hasmah to the Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia {UKM) where she received
an honorary doctorate in medicine. -

If the government were to pay higher salaries to its doctors other
sectors ¢f the publ ic service would also ask for higher salaries, he said.
- - more
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To overcome the shortage, the government would strive to increase the
nunber of such professi onal s but many Malaysians were not interested in
reading medicine because of the long duration of the course . na, sai d

+They go for courses in which they can get degrees easi y "and this wi 11
conti nue to cause a shortage of doctors. + ‘

Malaysian students should be prepared to make sagri fices and enter
fields of study where there was a shortage of professionals,he ‘sai’'d.

The government would recrui t foreign doctors  as one of the ways of
easi ng the shortage of doctors in the country., he added .

On al lowing government doctors to serve in private hospi talg and
clinics, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the government was for this which was
tong practised®in other countries.

Neverthel ess the proposa 1 was st i 11 being studied e added

On the proposal to have more medicalfarul_ties, ‘hg ‘sald t?we government
was ‘considering this to provide more opportunities to those wishing to read
medicine. -- Rernama '
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The Prime Minister also said the government would not set up a special
services commission to safeguard the interests and nceds of local
universities. .

Even if the special commission were to be get so as to' separate
university staff from the Public Services Commission, allocation for sucha
commigsion would st 1 1.1 have to come from the government , he said.

The Prime Minister said this when asked to comment on the proposal by
Universiti Malaya Vice-~Chancellor Prof Taib Osman that such a commission he
set up In the interests of local universities and to prevent academic staff
fraom Leaving to y)u1the private sector . .

Even if the commission were to he set up, the government ‘was unwi 11 ing
to Increase the salaries of doctors as other sectbrs of the civil service
would Al so demand higher salaries, he said. -- Rernama
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