PM ouves ‘no obstruction’

na?

assurance t

SHAH ALAM, Iri. The
Prime Minister has given an
assurance to the Kelantan
Government that the Feder
af Government has no inten-
tion of obstructing develop-
ment in the State or to stop
giving development alloca
tions to it.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mod: _gave the assur
ance todav, to Kelantan
Mentri Besar Haji Nik Aziz
Nik Mat during a meeting at
the Prime Minister's office
in Kuala Lumpur. .

Speaking toreporters this
cevening, Dr Mahathir said
they exchanged views on
the possibility of co-opera-
tion between the Federal
zmd State Governments.

“I stressed that the Feder-
al Government has no kHen-
tion of obstructing develap-
ment in Kelantan or to stop
giving developient allova-
tions to the State.

“If we have any develop-
ment programme. it should
not be turned into a political
Qa1
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The Prime Minister said
this atter opening factories
of the Matsushita Air-Con-
ditioning Corporation Sdn
Bhd and Matsushita Com-
pressor and Motor Sdn Bhd
here.

He also laid the founda-
tion stone of the Matsushita
Air-Conditioning  Research
and Development Centre
(Macrady nearby.

On Federal-State politics.
he said attention should be
focussed on the different ap-
pm:u-h to religion.

“I told him that religion
should not be mixed with
politics. That is my view
and I am not saving that the
Mentri Besar of Kelantan
agrec(l with me.

“I merely put forward my

view to him, 7i'pere are $ome. ..
parts i which he agreed ™~ AE

d]lN]k Aziz told report-
ers that e was happy with
the good reception and that
he was hopeful that this
would pave the way for bet-
ter Federal-State relations.
“Dr Mahathir showed

great hospitality and
seemed happy to meet me,”
he added.

Asked to comment on
this.Dr Mahathir said

“There is a possibility.
don't deny that we need to
have good relations ... but
this depends on the re@ec
tive reactions.”

On the possibility of a mu-
zakarah l5d|alogue) between
Pas and Umno, he said rela-
tions had not reached such a
stage yet.

arlier. Bernama quoted
a statement from the Prime
Minister’'s Department say-
ing that the two leaders dis-
cussed various topics, in-
cluding current
developments and relations
between the Federal and
slate Govgrnments.

Thay, Jast met. 4t the offi
cial ogéning of” the Pasir
Mas Salor bridge in Kelan-

a
Wc} Baru, Haji
le Aziz said he and Dr
Mahathir had eg;reed to put
aside anv ill-feeling between

o Kelantan MB

the State and Federal Gov-
ernments.

Haji Nik Abdul Avziz also
agreed to Dr Mahathir's re-
quest that politicking be re-
duced and that both sides
consolidate efforts towards
developing Kelantan.

When metat the Sultan
Ismail Airport In Pengkalan
Cepauponhisretuin from
the meeting. Haji Nik Aziz
said he believed that the co-
operation between the State
and theFederal Gov ern-
ment would take a posit ive
turn following the meeting.

“Dr Mahathir told me that
Umno Kelantan is also
ready to put aside political
differences and consolidate
efforts for the benetii of the
people in Kclantan.

asically, we agreed to
concentrate on the State’'s
administration and develop-
ment.

He said he gave alist of 16
requests to the Prime Minis-
ter's aide which included
[)rOJects under the Sixth Ma-

avsian plan.
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