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SHAH ALAM,  ArJg 1 2 ,, (  krrlimo ) -- P:irne Minister Datuk Set-i  Dr Mahathir
MohRmatl  today suggested thrjt blue-collar workers  be  paid-better  wages  tti
Jispel the negntive not ion  attaclretl  t o  t h i s  v o c a t i o n .

He sa id  there  was  no  bet ter  WFIY  to get r i d  o f  t h i s  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  t h a n
to pay ski  11  cztl w o r k e r s  higher than their whi-te-co11  ar c o u n t e r p a r t s .

+-If th is  apprecistjon i s  p r o v e n , t h e r e  w i l l  b e  m o r e  b l u e - c o l l a r  w o r k e r s
i-\r\d  sk i l l s  wi.11 be enhanced,+ he  sa id  a t  t.he p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  +Gottlen
Hand+ award for the 1991 Malaysian Skills Contest here today.

DotIrk  Ser-i  Dr Mahnthir  Silid w h e t h e r  Mitlaysia  coul(1  a(,hic:\r~  i-ts
objc!(:tjve of  be((-.ominy  an indrrstrial  ised r.oun-try clcq~enrled  v e r y  muclh  o n - i t s
ahi Lilly to (:reatc?  enorryh  skilled w o r k e r s  in thf: vari.ms f i e l d s .

As Si\rc.h, t t-w negat-  i VP vi CXI  al-t ac:hecl  to bl ue-c.01 lar w o r k  shollltl b e
cl i spe! 14 , hf.: ntitffxl .

The Pr’imc!  Mi r1.i  ster said 1.1-w nlani1genNzn-t  , however , should  he  accorded
g r e a t e r  apprec;int  jon than the blue-~073ar  s ec tor .

Speaking to rfqmrters  1at:er  , he said nrnni~gfmlent  work was i m p o r t a n t
txcaUsf-?  wi thoui- an c.ffi c:j ent nK~rlr7gf?rnent  , work could not proc.eed  smooth1 y .

Datrlk Seri t3r MiJ~lnt.t~ir  said the government  was  StrrdyincJ  the proposal to
hetl-or  reward  t-)1 IW-coJ lnr workers before the Cehi net made a deci sjon on  the
lllilt  I ('1. _

T o  ovc!r(:omc!  the problr?m of InbOlJr shortage irl the indUStrial  set-tor,
1 <)cill i ndust r i es shoul cl use more machines and modern tec:hnology , he added

Tn h i s  speec:h, Datuk  Seri Dr Mahathir also sr7i.d  t-he p r i v a t e  s e c t o r
Should  c:o-operate  with the government in conducting training to i m p r o v e
war-1~er.s  ’ ski 1 1 s .

Pri  \lijt:C?  sfxtc>r co-oparat i on  was  vit.al to ensrrre that the t:ype O f
I-rr7irliny condUcted wr7s relevant to t h e  Country’S  i n d u s t r i a l  n e e d s ,  h e  s a i d .

I)nt-tlk  Ser_i  Dr Mnhnt.tli  Y* said a  s k i  1 1  ed \I/o~~~~oY-c(? ums important because

forei gr) i rjvc-!stors  rni ght he pelt off by a 1ac.k o-f ski 1 led workers .
The Pr’inre Mj.n isi:er* s a i d  1-h govc?rnmc?rrt  w a s  Reri(X_rs  in  i ts  eff0rt.S O n

ItlJlniBfl  twsmfrcb devel oprnent  , incllrding tectlnic:al e x p e r t i s e .
rftrcft?r  ihc? Slxt-h  Mnl~~ysfr~ Plnn ( S M P ) , 4-h-!  ~overnrnent  wo111 c-i rq~~r’acle

Sever-al v o c a l  ional schoc~ls  to p o l y t e c h n i c s  i n  line w i t h  .its p o l i c y  t o
pr-otfu(:e  more ski 1 1 et1 workers , he SD i.d .

The government has al so approved $8,5Q).l  mi 11 ion render  the SMP for
etlil(:at  i ona 1 i3rld I-r-a i ni ng prf~y~~i~lTtlIlf?s . -- Rerrmnli3
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