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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. —
The Prime Minister urged
heads of Malaysian mis-
sions abroad to examine
from time to time the
change® in the country’s
policy priorities 1n order to
maximise their effective-
ness.

Datuk_Serl_Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said if they failed
torenew their knowledge of
the country’s current poli
cies, thev would not be able
to maximise their role as
representatives abroad.

Opening the meeting of
heads of foreign missions
~»d the launching of the

Diplomatic and Foreign Re-
lations Institute, Dr Ma-
hathir said they must un-
derstand not only the
written policies but also the
implied ones.

He said this was the first
time diplomats were formal-
ly trained before being post-
ed abroad. In the past, said
the Prime Minister, they
were trained through the
trial-and-error method upon
being transferred abroad as
junior officers.

He said there has been a
vast change in our foreign
policy priorities {rom that of
defending the country’s sov-
ereignty after merdeka to
fighting the menace of com-
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munist terrorism and then
to more urgent issues relat-
ed to development and im-
proving the people’s living
standards.

He said diplomats should
be more aware of their du-
ties and give more attention
to economic trends and em-
phasis. In this regard, the
Prime Minister said, Malay-
sia had a duty with other
countries to protect and pro-
mote free trade.

The Prime Minister said
diplomacy has played an im-
portant role in averting
wars with neighbouring
countries.

“In the international po-
litical arena, miraculous de-

velopments have taken
place, including the fall of
the communist ideoclogy in
Europe and Russia. While
politically we welcome this
development, we cannot
predict accurately whether
this would have an effect on
our economy.

“Will the acceptance of
free trade in former commu-
nist bloc countries affect
our investment and ex-
ports? Our foreign missions
should give this issue atten-
tion to ensure that we can
draw up steps to face these
eventualities,” he said.

This showed that interna-
tional political development
had a bearing on the coun-

try's political and economic
environment.

On the establishment of
the Diplomatic and Foreign
Relations Institute, he said
it was aimed at giving basic
training for future diplo-
mats and for refresher
courses.

Since experience alone
was insufficient, it was bet-
ter to have standard courses
to cover a range of subjects,
including diplomacy, proto-
col, languages, negotiating
abilities and other aspects,
he said.

The function was also at-
tended by heads of foreign
missions it the country.

Dr Mahathir also drew at-
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tention to the activities of
some non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs), which
had lately taken positions to
defend the economic inter-
ests of developed countries.

These NGOs have started
to link restrictions based on
environmental issues, hu-
man rights, democracy and
other matters which were
previously not linked to
trade, Dr Mahathir said.

“After Europe and Ameri-
ca lost their political power
with the end of their em-
pires, they are trying to use
their economic might lO
bring back colonial rule,”
Dr Mahathir said.

He added that such

groups were trying to sabo-
tage the performance and
stability of developing coun-
tries, especially thase whose
economies gpeared to be
challenging theirs

The groups did this by
instigating target groups
and urging them to contra-
vene the laws of the target
nations.

The groups also succeed-
ed in using interest groups
or associations in develop-
ing nations to restrict their
economic growth, especial-
ly regarding the export of
goods which competed with
‘those coming from devel-
oped countries.
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