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_@.@_@_ BPETALI NG Javya, Aug 13,(Bernama) -- The Malaysian citizenship is

not given free of charge and the price for it is onalhg and responsibility
to the country, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir hamad sai d today.
a . . .
~ However, he said, they were Malaysians, too westernised in their
out | ook, who thought citizenship had nothing to do with [oyalty to the
country.
+These peopl e don't mnd bein% tools of foreigners with bad intentions
towards us. They receive noney fromforeigners to sabotage their own
country, + he said when |aunching the new Mal aysian identity card with extra
ﬁecurity features at the National Registration Departnent headquarters
ere.
He said this group clained that they were chanpi oning human rights and
t he environnent.
+Human rights and the environment are the responsibilities of Ml aysian
citizens. It is they who should determne what to safeguard,+ he said. --
mor e
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The Prime Mnister remnded |C holders to take very good care of their
identity cards as they are very val uabl e personal effects.

Many people wanted to get hold of the ICs by whatever neans L d

The IC determines a cifizen's right to vote to decide the couRfr§asd:

politics, to obtain a passport for travel abroad i i
and to be able to use Igduclz:;)\tlonal and health facil |ttq e%t,’t Hd sgﬁvoelrnnent ai d

+But this right is not free of charge. Nothing is aiven free on earth
or the life after,. The right to citizenship mﬁsg Be gayg in terns OP
loyalty and resposibilityto the country,+ said the Prime Mnister.

Wien approached by reporters later, patyk Seri hathir said
pressure groups in the country were ea5|fy smayedtﬁy“@he|r western
counterparts which were bent on discrediting Ml aysia.

He said | ocal pressure groups should not allow thensel ves to be
exploited by others.-- nore
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He said the people should appreciate that the Ml aysian citizenship
accorded thema privilege to enjov nunerous benefits which manv foreilgners
wanted to get hold of too.

+Instead, we have citizens who are disloyal after having enjoyed the
privileges,+ he said.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir said the government could only revoke the
citizenship of these people if there was proof they were enjoying the
benefits of dual citizenship.

However, their activities have not yet threatened national security,
said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir who is also Home Mnister,

Wien asked about the environnmental activist group, Geens, the Prine
Mnister said its nmenbers should hold nore denonstrations in their own
countries where threats to the environnent were greater.-- nore
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According to the Prime Mnister, Geens nenbers often talked of the

rule of law but would not hesitate to break the laws of other countries.

+They still have the colonial nmentality and think they have the rights
over other countries just like during the old colonial tines,+ he sard
citing the exanple of Bruno Manser, the Swiss who overstayed in Sarawak to
be with the Penans.

He said the anti-Made in Mal aysia furniture canpai gn was an exanpl e of
economc armtw sting of devel oping nations by devel oped countri es.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir said the new | C had several security features to
avoi d forgeré. _ _

The new | C woul d enabl e collection of data on popul ati on and help in
the setting up of a data base to facilitate national planning and handling
of public woes, he said. -- nore
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The government spent $64 million to inplement the project which used
thijlatest t echnol ogy such as conputers to inprove on the old system he
sai d.

The Prime Mnister was |ater given the honour of being the first person
to be issued with the new IC presented to him by Director-General of
Nat i onal Regi stration Enci k Kamaruddi n Nordin.

Deputy Honme M nister Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayob and the ministry's
parlianmentary secretary Encik ong Ka Ting were al so issued W th new 1cs at
the function.

The credit card-sized new I C neasuring 86 cmx 54 cm bears the card
nunber, name ; birthdate and address of the hol der

The departnent will issue about 15 million new ICs in six years.
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir later toured the headquarters conplex to have a
cl oser | ook of the departnment’'s operations.-- Bernanma
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