Value yqQur citizenship,
Dr M tells Malaysians

PETALING JAYA, Tues. —
Many foreigners want to be-
come Maaysian citizens be-
cause they believe that such
citizenship offers signifi-
cant privileges and benefits,

tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-

1d today.
Therefore, the people
should keep their identity
cards safely because many
foreigners wanted to obtain
them by any means, the
Prime Minister said when
he launched the nation’s
new identity card which has
extra security features at
the National™ Registration
Department headquarters.
He said the Mdaysian cit-
izenship was not given free
of charge. The price for it
was IOKaJty and responsibil-
itv to the country, he added.
‘However, some Malay-
sians who were too wester-
nised in their outlook be-
lieved that citizenship had
nothing to do with loydty to
the country, he said.
“These people do not
mind being tools of foreign-
ers with bad intentions to-
wards us. They receive mon-

ey from foreigners to
isab,ptage their own coun-
v

~ Dr Mahathir said the new
|dent|tx card was part of the
first phase in the computeri-
sation programme under-
taken by the department.
~The second phase, to be-
gin next year, will involve a
g/stem to collect population
ata for a data base to en-
able the Government to ef-
fectively plan programmes
and resolve national prob-
lems

The data base can be used
by al relevant Government
de(partments. The system
will dso be the basis for the
national population register
which is important in public
administration.

Dr Mahathir said there
were numerous benefits
from the new identity card
roject even though 1t cost

million to implement.

He sad the identitv card
system was essentiai as it
helped differentiate be-
tween citizens and illegal
immigrants, .

Dr Mahathir said many
foreigners were interested

in working here in view of

the numerous job and busi-

gglss opportunities avail-
e

“But migration from one
nation to another has be-
come a problem to many
nations which are more dé-
veloped than their neigh-
bours. This problem must
be arrested if the rights and
interests of citizens are to be
protected.”

The new identity card had
many security characteris-
tics'to prevent forgery, he
said, adding that the public
should not cause problems
on the new ICs iust because
getting one may involve
Some  expenses. ]

Asked to elaborate his
earlier references to Malay-
sians who were used as tools
by foreigners, Dr Mahathir
said the Government was
disappointed with them but
it could not teke back their
citizenship unless they exer-
cised the rights of Ccitizen-
ship of other countries such
as taking part in their elec-
tions.

“I just hope that the Ma-
laysian public will realise

that_ their citizenship is a
privilege which many for-
eigners want.” ]

r Mahathir., who is dso
Home Minister, received the
first new identity card, fol-
lowed by his Députy, Datuk
Megat Junid Megat Ayub,
and Parliamentary Secre-

tary Ong Ka Ting.

aIXske?i how gerious the
oroblem of disloval Malay-
sians was, Dr Mahathir said
it wa% Inot serious but it was
a problem an .

e declingc\iN% identify

who these people were.

Asked about the form of
aid they were receiving
frota outsiders. he said: “We
find they have much money
and we are surprised how
th% had got it.”

- On_the recent demonstra-
tion in the country by so-
called foreign environmen-
talists against logging, he
said they were hypocrites
because they came from
countries which talked of-
ten about the rule of law, yet
had come to break the laws
of this country.
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