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tion in view of the gap be-
;rzitn,the  two groups of res-

KllAH  {Langkawi),  Thurs.
~~ The  Government has set
up a foundation to assist
Langkawi residents  living
in under-developed  areas of
the island

Call4 the  Amizzoh  Sa-
ham Amk  Langkawi (Asal)
or T,angka\vi  Residents Unit
Trust). the foundation x41
derive  its Income from the
p r o f i t s  m a d e  by t h e
Lnngkawi Development Au-
thority (Lada).

Announcing this today,
Prime Minister Qatuk Se.r~
Dr M&thir -&id
She foundation brould  assist
residents left behind bv the
i apid development of t.he is-
land venture into profitable
economic activities.

The Langkawi Structural
Plan. which outlines the is-
land’s development as a
prime tourist destination,
deliberately excludes sonw
parts from larg? icalr devel-

Also present at the meet-
ing were Kedah Menteri Be-
sar Tan Sri Haji Osman
Aroff, Lada chairman Tun
Daim Zainuddin and Lada
general manager Haji Khalil
Mutalib.

Dr Mahathir said most
Langkawi residents had
gained from the free port
status of the island and its
transformation into a prime
tourist destination.

“It is because of its new
status that the price of land
in Langkawi has increased
tremendously and land
owners are enjoying high
income from the sale of
land,” he said.

On the preparation for the
first Langkawi Internation-
al Maritime and Air Show in
November, the Prime Minis-
ter said he was concerned
about the lack of accommo-
dation.

opment in order to preserve
the island’s natural beautv
and ecology.

Therefore, the Prime Min-
ister said, there would be
areas that could not be de-
veloped into resorts or for
other economic purposes.

“Residents in these areas
have not and will not be
deriving as much benefit
from Langkawi’s fast devel-
opment as those living in
areas earmarked for devel-
opment since the island was
declared a,,free port four
;;ye;. ago, Dr Mahathir

He said details of how the
foundation would be run
and rzethods  to be deployed
to assist the residents would
be determined later.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter meeting Lada directors
and heads of State depart-
ments at the Langkawi dis-
trict office here, Dr Ma-
hathir said the Government
decided to set up the founda-

He said a plan had been
drawn to provide temporary
accommodation if it was
found that there were not
enough rooms during the
event. To date, some 1,COO
rooms had been requested.

The Prime Minister, who
spent yesterday afternoon
and this morning listening
to briefings by Lada officials
and visiting various devel-
opment sites, said he was
satisfied with the progress
of development on the is-
land.

He said Lada had ap-
proved several new pro-
jects, including the con-
struction of a shopping
complex, upgrading facili-
ties at the Kuah jetty and
the construction of an office
complex for itself.

Dr Mahathir said he
would like to see close co-
operation between the Gov-
ernment and private sector
in order to expedite develop-
ment on the island.
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