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Malaysia may not attend
Earth Summit in Brazil next
year if the
tional corl?

roposed interna-
erence on the en-

vironment was merely held
g cr$cise  Malaysia, Datuk

err  whamad
said-today.

The Prime Minister said it
would be pointless for Ma-
laysir, to -attend and be
abused bv international en-
vironmental organisations.

If Earth Summit was to be
held to pressure “weak”
countries, it would be better
if these countries held their
own conference and exclud-
ed the advanced nations, he
said.

Only then would the truth
emerge, Dr Mahathir said.
“If we go there to hear them
abuse us, then it’s no use.”

Dr Mahathir was com-
mentin

9
on a report that

severa environmental
groups would launch an en-
vironmental war against
Malaysia, including demon-
strating at embassies in The
Hague and London.

These groups have de-
clared Ott 7 as International
Action Day for the Penans
and would mark it with pro-
tests’ against the timber
trade in 60 cities.

The report in the Wash-
in
?

on-based Exewtive  In-
tel zgence  Review also stated
that the environmental
groups would try to force an’
economic embargo that
would destroy the economy
of Malaysia.

Bernama carried an ex-
cerpt of the report two daes
ago.

Asked if the Third World
might then hold a parallel
conference, he said he had
not decided on this yet.

“I want to know more
about this ‘war on Malay-
sia’. I need to know what
the mean ”

Tie Prime Minister was
speaking to reporters after

ners and a Conference on
Family Practice.
Dw-+ these

tions wanted the Penans of
Sa~p~,k to remain “forest

“The; want the Penans to
be a ‘museum piece’ so that
they can come and look at
the ‘last of the cavemen’.

“This is their intention,
What can we do about it?”

The report which also
stated that Malaysia was
the first stage of their cam-
paign which would be ex-
tended to other countries. It
was chosen as it was small
and could be isolated from
the rest of the world.

Asked to comment on
this, Dr Mahathir said:
“This is certainly their in-
tention. It has nothing to do
with the Penans.

“The Penans are a discov-
ery for them to use as an
excuse to pressure a small
country.

“As 1 have said in the past,
they still want to dominate
us.

“They are descended from
a colonial and imperial race.
Now that they cannot colon-
ialise us politically, they
will try to colonialise  us in-
directly.”

He said they chose Malay-
sia because it was a small
country which was develop-
ing and “a bit outspoken”.

On the United Nations-or-
ganised Earth Summit, he
said if the intention was Ma-
laysia-bashing, there was no
point for Malaysia to attend.

“If this is the intention,
then i1 will not be a confer-
ence to look for ways to
overcome environmental
problems.

“We all know that the en-
I vironment has been pollut-
ed by advanced countries,
not Malaysia. But they want
to use this from the political
asoect.

;‘If we compare the fate of
the Penans with the Aus-
trialian  aborigines or the
American Red Indians who
are confined to reservation
areas, we know that confin-
ing them to reservations led
to them bing left behind by
development.

“They want the Penans to
suffer the same fate.

“Our intention is to en-
sure the Penans enjoy the
same benefits from develop-
ment and progress like oth- ,
ers in Malaysia.

“In America, while the
people who color&ad  Amer-
ica and who took the land of
the Red Indians are rich and
well, the Red Indians are
nowhere to be found.

“So this is their intention,
They want to perpetuate
their hegemonv.”
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