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(Enbargo: For release after 9.30pm) o

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 19%(Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhhathir
Mohamad has again urged the people not to demand for higher wages bitndly.
“Higher wages would only be neaningful if this did not cause a rise in
prices, he added. . _

If wages were to be meaningful then productivity should outstrip the
rise in wages, the Prine Mnsiter said at the 25th anniversary dinner of
Publ i ¢ Bank Eerhad here tonight.

+The Gover hment of Mal aysia does not |ack synpathy for workers but the
goygrnnent must take into account the country's economy as a whole,+ he'
sai d.

The CGovernnment's strategy was to increase enployment opportunities as
much as possible to the extent that demand for workers would outstrip
suppIK and this would cause enployers to conpete for workers by offering .
t hem hi gher. wages. -

+This i s already taking place,+_ he added. -- nore
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He said workers could strike and make demands and destroy an industry
if they did not get what they wantbut a business which had been danmaged
woul d be difficult to restore and in'tbe final analysis workers woul d stand
to | ose.

+Coing on strike is not the way to resolve problens and this method had
proved that it could destroy a country's econony. If the econony is
destroyed, workers' income will alsc be destroyed, + he said.

The Prinme Mnister said the world at present opted for negotiations and
conpronmise in resolving problens and no one can deny that this is the best
way.
+If negotiations failed then the best alternative is arbitration and
the decision should be accepted by both parties,+ he said.

However the arbitrator 'should be fair and take into account the future
of the business. -- nore
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An arbitrator who nade decisions after'only taking into account the
'rights of workers with-whom he synpathi sed woul d cause costs to rise and
inflation to set in and he in.fact would not be resolving the problem o
Prinme Mnister said.

An increase in the cost of living would give rise to nore demands and
lead to uncontrolled inflation like in certain countries because of
politicians aspiring to be popular and by m splaced synpathies, he said.

As such the Prine Mnister urged everyone to refrain fromany action
t hat woul d jeopardise national devel opnent.

- - DBernama
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