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KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 19.(Bernama) -- A government admi niStration that
truly assimlates Islamc values will bring imense benefits to the people
be%?use success is assured, Prime Mnister |, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
sai d.

But, if Islamc values were given a narrow or wong interpretation and
the admnistration fails, it was not Islamthat was to blanme but those who
interpreted it incorrectly, he added.

+On the other hand, when an adnministration which assinmlates Islamc
val ues succeeds, |slam and the Miuslins will be respected and all groups can
SPROV much benefits.+ he said in his article on +Assimilation of Islamc

al ues+.

The article is contained in a book on +values and Ethics in public

Service+. published by the National Institute of Public Admnistration

(Intan).
It was |aunched bv the Chief Secretary to the Governnent. Tan Sri Ahmad

Ssarii Abdul Hamid; todav. -- nore
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the Islamc values to be assim|ated were
those that could build an efficient governnent, able to admnister peace,
security and devel opnent effectively at par with those of other
gover nient s.

Islam c values-given priority could be practiced by all Mlaysians, be
they Muslinms or non-Mislins, he added.

+Values given priority in the admnistration that are acceptable to
Muslins and non-Mislinms are honesty, sincerity, sense of responsibility,
diligence, discipline. placing the interest of society before self,
sacrifice, absence of avarice, far-sightedness, possessing good norals and

behavi our and others,+ he said. _ _
The Prime Mnister said only Muslins were required to practise al
| slam ¢ val ues while non-Mislins could accent those that were not contrarv

to their religious beliefs. _ _
+If thev eat or drink what is forbidden in Islam or they ganble but

practise other values that are conpatible to Islamic values, that should be

adeguate.+ he added. _
Musl i ns, however. nust accent and practise |slam c values with ful

conviction of its goodness. he said. -- nore
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The Prine Mnister said Islamc values to be assimlated were also the
val ues of other religions and Miuslins should not lay claimto those val ues
as belongiQ% solely to Islam

He said when it was announced that the governnent would assimlate
Islam c values, no detailed or official explanation was given, thus, giving
rise to officers, governnent servants and religious teachers making their
own interpretations, | eading to confusion and differences in perceptions.

He said tolerance in Islamtowards non-Mislins was verv inportant
especiallv in Malavsia with its nulti-racial and multi-religious
nonul ati on.

Such tolerence was amplv proven during Islamc rule in Spain when a Jew
was appointed Finance Mnister, he added.

+Such is the tolerance of Islamc governments that when the Christian
nati ons suppressed the Jews (who were blaned for the cruxification of

Christ) thev usuallv sought protection in Mislim couyntries.+ he said.

He 'said in assinmilating |slamc values, What was Inportant was the deed
and not words. o

+Most Muslins are nore interested in words and not deeds. Muslins are
| eft behind now because of the enphasis given to words nore than deed, + he
added. -- nore
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He said the honesty and sincerity of Prophet Mihamrad should serve as
the guiding light to-Muslims but -t-there are many who place inportance to
spotting a beard like the Prophet but not placing nuch inportance to being
honest [ike the Prophet.+

He added: +I1f we regard the dressing and appearance of the Propeht as
vart of his practices, why should we not regard the personality of the
Prophet as his-practice to be enul ated?

+Are those people who perform certain religious practice but are not
honest, lazvy, corrupt, irresponsible, jnsincere and unknow edgnble, really
nractising Islamc teachings?+

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir also criticised groups who think that onlv by
i npl enenti ng +hudud+ (1slam c mandatorv | aws) could a governnent be
considered as assimlating |slamc val ues.

+Islamic laws are not laws to be +blindlv+ adhered to. Al Islamc |aws
have certain flexibilitv as thev have to take into account the
circunstances. + he said.

He cited +solat+ pravers as nravers that could be performed in advance
orl ater under certain circunstances.

He said there were' manv countries where Mislins formed the maijority of
the popul ation and the | eaders were also Muslins but +hudud+ | aws and ot her
Islamc laws were not inplenmented. -- nore
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Even in Saudi Arabia, there werelslamc |aws that were not enforced,
he added.

There were also Muslim nations that didnot officially claimthat they
were |slamc states and there were those which proclained they were' secul ar
nations. he said.

.The Prime Mnister said Muslinms should ensure that effort to assimlate
Islamc values did not lead to the government and nation becom ng weak.
unvi able and chaotic as if this happened Islam would gain a bad name and be
regarded an obstacle to proaress.

He said it was human nature for people to hold high regard and respect
for those who are successful.

Malavs who were formerly H ndus or onlv' believed in spirits would not
have been influenced by. Islamif not for the know edge'a nd intelligence of
the Arabs and Indian Muslins who came to trade in the Malay states, he
added.

+Just by telling them about heaven and hell and religious practices
that would determine a place in the hereafter would not have convinced the
Malays on the goodness of Islam+ he said. -- Bernama
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