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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. —
The Government would ab-
sorb Islamic values that
could shape it into an effi-
cient and effective institu-
tion, Prime Minister -Datitk
“Seri-Br Matmathir-Mekamad
said. )

As these were universally
accepted values, and not ex-
clusive to Islam aone, he
said putting them into prac-
tice could aut Malaysia on a
strong footing to “compete
with other nations.

He said a Government’'s
administration that truly
assimilated these values
would bring immense bene-
fit to the ﬁeople because
practising them would as-
Sure SUCCeSs.

“But, if Islamic values
were given a narrow or
wrong- interpretation and
the administration fails. it is
not Islam that is to blame
but those who interpreted it
incorrectly,” he said.

The Prime Minister said
this in an article entitled,
Assimilation of Islamic Val-
ues, in a book on “Vaues
and Ethics in Public Ser-
vice” published by the Na-
tiond Ingtitute of Fublic Ad-
ministration (Intan).

The book was launched
t()g/ the Chief Secretary to the
overnment. Tan Sri Ah-

mad Sarji Abdul Hamid, to-

d«’% o

r Mahathir said when
the Government announced
that it would_ absorb Idamic
values into its administra-
tion, no official and detailed
explanation was given on
how it was to be done.

“This resulted in confu-
sion and varied understand-
ing, and questions were
rased on the contradictions
which occurred within the
nation’s practices,” he said.

The Prime Minister said
in order to understand the
policy, it was important for
civil’ servants to consider
and understand Malaysia's
multiracial and multi-reli-
gious society.

“While the Muslim staff
are able to accept the call to
adopt Islamic values, non-
Muslims do not easily ac-
cept the concept and cannot
be forced to drop all their
values and practices to
make way for Islamic val-
ues” he said.

Dr Mahathir said in Ma
laysia, Muslims accepted
that non-Muslims could
consume food and drinks
and indulge in practices pro-

hibited in Idam.

However, he said, this did
not mean that Islam was
non-existent in the country,
neither did it deny the fact
that I1slam was the official
religion of the co_unt%I
~“In a country like Malay-
sia where a multiracial soci-
ety exists, tolerance among
the Muslims is important,
and therefore, the assimila-
tion of these vaues should
not be forced ypon the non-
Muslims.’

“He said the honesty and
sincerity of Prophet Mu-
hammad should serve as the
gmdln light to Muslims,
but added that many placed
importance on sporting a
beard like the Prophet in-
stead of the values of hones-
ty like the Prophet. ]

“If we regard the dressing
and appearance of the
Prophet as part of his prac-
tices, why should we not
regard the personaitv of the
Prophet as his practice to be
emulated?

“Are those people,, who
perform certain religious
practice but are dishonest,
lazy, corrupt, irresponsible,
insincere and unknowledga-
ble, rea!lysgractls;g Idam-
ic teachings?’ he asked.

The Prime hlinister gave

the Hudaibiyah agreement
between the Pronhet and
the Quraish Arabs as an ex-
ample of the Proohet’s “give
and take” attitude which
should be followed by al
Muslims.

Dr Mahathir said while
Muslims should t and
practice Idamic values with
full recognition of account-
ability, non-Muslims could
accept the values which did
contradict their beliefs.

“If they were to practice
what is orohibited in Idlam.
but at the same time culti-
vate values which are ac-
ceptable to Islam. then this
is sufficient,,” he said.

He said in ensuring the
success of the Govern-
ment’s administration, cer-
tain important Islamic val-
ues could be practised by dll
Malaysians, Muslims or
non-Muslims.

These include sincerity.
honesty, responsibility,
hard work. discipline, digni-
ty, priority for society in-
stead of "self-centredness,
far-sightedness,, sacrifice,
absence of avarice, possess-
ing good morals and good
behaviour.

Dr Mahathir said these
values were important in
the administration since the

bing Islamic values

Government needed to
Place emphasis on the we-
are of the people.
_“There are certain Mus-
lim quarters who view that
only by enforcing Hudud
laws, the administrator is
assimilating Islamic values
in the Government.

_ “However, they fail to rea-
lise that there are certain
leeways which can be taken
into consideration depend-
|n%| on the situation.”

~ He said for example, Mus-
lims who formed a minoritv
and were not able to enforce
Hudud laws, could not be
seen as violating Islamic
laws neither were they unls-
lamic.

“Mudims would not like
to be administered by the
laws of other religions
where they are powerless.

“Therefore, they should
not force non-Muslims to be
punished under Idamic law,
especially if such a move
would create chaos and en-
danger the Mudim commu-
nity and its administra-
tion,” he said.

The Prime Minister said
that even in certain coun-
tries with Muslim Govern-
ments. including Saudi Ara-
bia, some Hudud laws were
not enforced.
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