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SHAH ALAM, Tues. — Ma-

laysia will monitor further
developments in the Soviet
Union before deciding on
the course of its relations
with that country, Prime
Minister Datuk Sexi-Br-ffa—>

lx%?_llﬂd.nhmﬂﬁaid today.
esponding to reporters’
uestions on the status of
the relationship between
the two countries following
the change of leadership in
the Kremlin, he said: “We
will watch the sitnation.”

He said Western powers
were partly to blame for the
toppling of Mr Gorbachev
since they were reluctant to
provide assistance to the So-
viet Union when Mr Gorba-
chev asked for it.

“Even when Mr Gorba-
chev humbled himself, they
were more keen on impos-
ing their type of ‘democra-
cy’ and dismantling the
communist system rather
than helping the country.

“When the people of USSR
found that Mr Gorbachev’s
attempts to be friendly with
Western powers were not
similarly reciprocated and,
at the same time, the eco-
nomic situation in the coun-
try worsened they became
disappointed with Mr Gor-
bachev’'s ways.

“This resulted in Mr Gor-
bachev losing his credibility
and in view of the cold re-
sponse by the West to his
efforts, the Soviets were

frustrated, therefore result-

ing in his overthrow,” he
salid after launching the
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Farmers, Livestock Breed-

ers and Fishermen Day cele
brations at the Agricultural
P
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Dr Mahathir said that

since many of the republics
wanted to break away from
the Soviet Union and the
hardliners in the Commu-
nist Party did not want to
allow this to happen, they
seized power.

He added that since Mr
Gorbachev was intent on
wiping out communism,
Western powers should
have given him their full
support and financid] assis-
tance to his country but
were reluctant and pre-
ferred to give priority to oth-
er issues.

“All his efforts failed be-
cause he did not get the
right type of treatment|from
the Western powers.” |

Dr Mahathir said % free
market system was not easy
to implement, especially in
the Soviet Union which had
been under communist rule
for more than 70 years.

He said the Soviet Union
faced problems in this area
because it did not have the
capital, know-how, manage-
ment expertise and the en-
trepreneurs.

“We have a parallel in this
country where we wanted
the Malays to participate in
the economy but many did
not have the capital, know-
how or management exper-
tise. However, the Govern-
ment stepped in to help
them.

“But in the case of the
Soviet Union, nobody wants
to help the country, every-

body wants to get the most
out of it rather than haln
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rehabilitate its economy.
“Because the economy

failed, it gives room and rea-

son for the hardliners to
stage a comeback since Mr

’ ihili¢ :
T crodihility  ia
Gorbachev’s credibility is



	Keeping tabs on Soviet crisis ( New Starits Times 20/08/1991 )

