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KUALA LUIWUR, Aug 25, (Eernxma) -- There has been considerable reaction 
.Prom representatives attending the United Nations Preparatory Committee 
conference cl: the Earth SuInmi. t towar*- :> ,J* Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohnmad's 

_..__~_ _~ _- ._..~ 

StClt~lIl~i~t tl;Clt Malaysia JIICIV boycot:l: tIIle? swllni t . 

Malnvsin ‘5 P~:~-~;~;;I-IcI-I~- ~ci~rt!~t!nt:;;11i;;e to the iTN, 'Tan Sri Razali Ismail , 
said the sta-temen~. t:Ve~.i caught the attention of the Summit Secretariat 
Which felt that .the probltjm shou!d be di'scussed at the conference itself. 

However, l-lie Prime Minister- ’ s stptment was not a final decision, he 
said _ in a telephone int erview with Cernama from Geneva. 

Tan Sri Razal i , who is heading an eight-member delegation to the third 
Preparatory con ft:t-~~ce, pointed out that the statement was +a good tactical 
decision as it gives us the choice of whether to attend the summit or not.+ 

+There is no point going with.our hnncls tied at the back if the focus' 
of attention in. Rio will. be basically on environmental issues,+ he said. 
The summit will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil', in June next year. 

He hoped that the summit -would be a fruitful forum for discussions not 
only on envirqnmental issues but that it would aiso give special emphasis 
to development . .-- ;TKJI-Z 
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on AU!3 16 ) Datulc Se,ri Dr Mahnthir 
Malaysia to nt:t end '21s summit if 

said there it would be pointless for 
the international environmental movements 

1 Ii1 Cl Cl 1 r%a d v iJ c c; i (1(2(-j to oust- &lnlnvsia from the world. 
He mat-I<:: tii;: st t-1 !e1;1;21tt in re:syonse to a 

had been c311(;,c;c!ll 
report which said that Malaysia 

Ta11 
;4s the first target: of international hatred and hysteria. 

Si..i Rn;:nl i sai cl M;;I-~7-~ uV3ia was singled out as a target of the 
negatiVe CClJl;i.;cli!!ii oI-$q~lrlis~~j b:; SCIIX iron-!!overnmental organizations (NGOs) 
in Ct-?.lleVa bec;Juse (j-f j t-5 tJeterJnjI)ed stand on environmental &sues 'and it 
was 

He 
nOt a.Pra:icl t:n pOi;lt ai] accusing finger at developed countries. 

be1 ieve,d t.he campaign, a concerted effort .to embarrass l%rlaysia +and 
to make US !.;yuirm and lose economically ,' 
He said, !llowever, 

might continue until Rio. 

in due coursz. 
the campaign was not a big issue and could be handled 

, 

The Malaysian delegation had to be resilient in facing such campaigns 
and continue to fight for what the country believes was important to be 'Put 
forward,in Rio as quite a number of coun-tries in the North were counting On 
~~~~lab’sia i:o hi,ghl ight the problem, he added. 

+We.are fortunate because we can withstand pressure due to the fact 
that we hacre a very able and innovative leadership and a successful 
Position,+ f-~e .said. -- more 
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Part of t!.ie campaiqn involved losginy activities in Sarawnk and the’ 
rights of tht-2 Penan communi Ly but Tan Sri Rnzali said there was no reason 

for Malnysia to become agitated abOUt it. 
He added L~-iat only a small percentage of more than 200 NCOs attending . ‘* 

the conference were involved i.n the campaign W,hile the rest appreciated the 
Pro-acti.ve role adopted by Malaysia, especially on the historical 
clJlpabi 1 i ty i SSUt? br-c;Ugtlt lip by the South against the Korth. 

Apart fi-OIlI thnt ; the Malaysian delegation also received a lot of 
support from i 1:s b&n NC&, attending the conference Which had helped to 
Project a Ilositive image of the country. 

Tan Sri 2az;;li scid the South ‘n?sc, had a campaign to direct attention 
tothe North s contribution to pollution and their lack of understanding of 
developing countries . 

He said coLJr;t:ries in the SoUt!; had a common commitment toWards 
devel O~lll~J~ L 1 S$IJ(<S such as financial resources and .technology transfer from 
the North. 

Touching on the drafting of the Earth Charter to be. signed by all heads 
of delegation at the summit, Tan Sri paznli said the Malaysian delegation 
had been usirlg the Langkawi Ceclarnt’ion on Environment, adopted by the 
heads of Comm~onwea1th government here two .years ago, as a basis ,of the 
cllnrtcr . -- more 
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Malaysia had ,to play a pr- o-active role at the,conference to draw 
sUPportfrom other countries, he added.’ 

Care must be taken to ensure that the charter would not j&t fOCUS On 
environmental is’sues without: giving due emphasis on development apart, from 
securing a cc;mmitmer~t -from the ‘North to bring development to the South. 

Ta 1.1 Sri I:az:;J lvi said the FIalabsian delegation ,would also stress the need 
Lo reaffirm L.11~ so<er,> %;iyrl rights of resource-rich countries ‘and that the 
(jLJeS tiOrl Of (tiIVi rO~lr;ic!~Ii: cOl.lld OiJIy be addressed after deVelOprEnt iSSUeS 

hLld been U;C;r1i(<d o1,l.t , 
l-le added that no environment Would be safe if the human :stat,e Was in 

misery due to the failure to guarantee the right to development and freedom 
from hunger, di.se;ise and poverty. 

He said there Were some doubts ~IJ~OIlg the delegates whether the 
Preparatory diiscussiorls 
tile North ; I1s.i sted 

could be completed before the Brazil Summit since 
on ,giving more emphasis to environment issues and 

deemphasisin:J development iss\Jes. 
+At the riJoJr;i;2nt tile conference is trying to frame a general concensus 

khJE:21~ the NortI~ and t.he South, i- he added . 
The three--we(zk conference LUFIS 

four tll prepara torn- (:onfzrence 
scheduled to last until Seat 4. The 

will .be held in New York next March. -- 
Cernama 
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