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GLOBAL EFFORT NEEDED ON ~~NVTRONMENT AND , '- /' 
DEVELOPMENT AS 'I-HERE TS ONI.',' ONE EARTH ! 
l3y Tai. Sing Onn 

@ B q/?/ 
Environment and clevelop~~~ent . 1301-h must proceed apace,.: You cannot have 

one ancl ignore the other. You cannot address the env.ironmental issue in a 
simp1.i.s t: i.C, manner as a distinct , separate problem .‘,“‘, : 

At the risk of over-simpl if.i.cation, one issue affects the other. 
Prime Minister Datu Seri. Dr. Mahathir Mohamacl has made this point 

clear in his hard-llitting speech to the UN tieneral Assembly in New York 
Ias t week . 

,, 

Touching on the environment , Dr . Mahathir said it should be made known 
whether the Rio de .laneiro meet.ing was going to be a constructive one Or 
finger-pointing Third World-bashing session. ,’ 1 

He felt the meeting should be used to discuss and., .agree on a common 
course of action on environment and development. -- more ‘:.- I 
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That also is the burden of a 17’~page article by Richard Sandbrook in 

“the latest quarterly .issuc of the Washington-basedi,JbURNAL OF INTERNATIONAI 
AFFAIRS. . 

In his article titled +-Development for the peoplel.and the environment+ 
he,. says the determin&ion to link development priorities to the environmen. 
question +is by no means new+. . , . 

Indeed, he adds, i-t was a major theme of -thG Stockholm Conference.on 
the HU~JIZI~I Environment 2@ years ago. -- more ,,a.’ 
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He describes it as i-ironic+ that so much dil;‘iomatic effort had ,to: be 
deployed last year in the (JN General. Assembly “to “reestablish the ,linkage 
for- the 20th anniversary conference next year. _ 

Why should this be so, Mr. 
, 

Sandbrook asks, .“as the m;bss, of literature 
and analyses published since the Stockholm conferenc,e’clearly and more thar 

.adequately dmOnStrateS +the connection between econo’mic developm.ent and- 
‘environmental development policy, + ,;. 

, ,.a;” He feels -i-one simple answer .‘to this question, is ‘that it is easier’! and ’ 
cheaper, on face value to keep t:hem separate+:‘and make’s the point : ,tIt is 
far cheaper .to care about just the pandas and elephants’ than..about the 
people who live among them as well. + -- more’ . 
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He goes on to say that .members of the +green+ lobby +br at least some 

who purport to represent it, seem to sympathise .with this view ,l emphasising 
more the plight of nature than that of humankind., ‘as if people wer.e not a 
part of the natural world. 

+This narrow argument. . . becomes problematic., however, when one brings 
in the problems of poverty, equity, progress? and. human aspiration. 

+Dealing with environmental issues in isolat%on is bound’to fail in all 
but the most unusual circumstances, thus those concerned with global 
einvironmental change must be concerned with development too.+ 

Mr. Sandbrook feels that the evolution of thinking,“o,nr;l-economic 
development and environmental protection has not. occurred at an even pace. 
--more : 
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However, he feels the tide is turning. 
He says +the cause and effect of environment’al deterioration has become 

a matter of concern .to -the various pro-development, lobbies and agencies 
(Mr . Sandbrook ment.i.ons here the IJni.ted Nations Development Programme 
( IJNDP ) , Food and Ayricul.t:ure Ora,ani.sati.on (FAO) and UNICEF) +so much ‘so 
,that ) today it is f~Sh:iOl~i3blC~ i3lUOng membe,rs of the,se groups to emphasise 
environmei7t-development linkage before others in order .to justify 
accelerated development effor’-ts and, enlarge institutional, budgets. ?_ 

He adds that +now is the t.ilne for some of the environmentali’sts to 
catch up with the tlhiI~1kiI-ig of 1.he pro-development groups, so as to forge a 
commn cause . -k -- IIIO~-<: 
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On the issues to be faced by the international .comm,unity as it 
‘approaches the UN Conference on Environment and Development next year, Mr. 
Sandbrook says .thcse -tare evidently not the same ‘in:scale as those the 
world faced in 1972. 

+However, the fundamentals remain unchanged, insofar as poverty and 
unbridled .i.ndust r:i.nl.,isat i.011 are stil.1. the major causes of environmental 
‘damage . : 

+BUt WC IHUS t 11OW i3CC~~llllllOdi3t F! an extra billion people into our policy . 

Ch.C\ll tJ.1: i.0n.s * 
+‘rhe 25 per ccn 1. incr’casc .i.n the world I s population during this period 

me’ans that we now clearly face global, rather than simply regional, ) or ever 
local, effects of environmental degradation..+ n---, more ‘.. 

,I .’ 
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Mr. Sandbrook says what is frequently missed in th,e ‘current debate +is- 
the connection between poverty, life expectaiicy and. the number of live 
births per family. ‘1, ,. 

+Addressing the population issue means, “,in r~any”,.cases; addressing the 
poverty issue first. 

‘, 

C 3. i ma t e , c h a I-I g e , :indusl:ri,i~l pollutions and she dest,ruct ion of 
biodiversity and habitats do not compare in siirns,.:‘bf.,imrrlediacy with the 

.outright misery now facing over a billion peop1.e. 
+Only by integrating poverty into the calculus ii.11 the more obvious 

environmental probl.ems get solved. + -- more _, 
.* ‘, 
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Unfortunately, Mr. Sandbrook says, indica,tions’ from .the preparatory 
committee meeting, in Nairobi. in August l.ast year fo’r. next, ,year’s conferenct 
are that +the plight of the poor is to be relegated tb’second priority;,, 
after issues of biol.ogical diversity, deforestration and global.warming. 

+Yet it is inconceivable that well over half of _-the :nations of the 1. 
Earth are going to allow anythi?ng much to change with&t the plight of 
their people being recognised first . + .’ : : 

Mr. Sandbrook says for next year’s conference it is, +essential,,that the 
downtrodden of the world are well represented by t$e’agencies entrusted to 
he 1.p them . 

5 ‘.. ‘, a.., : , 1 ,’ 
+As a result, 

ahead . 
IJNDP and other IJN agencies have an :,enormous challenge 

‘. 
,‘,. 

i-They should be mobilised to demonstrate on a ‘co~ntr,y-by-country basis. 
what is needed to achieve economic ,and environmental’.su,sta,inability -- at 
least in prospect. -- more <,.’ 
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+The way to do this j.t; I:hro~gh honest and down-to-Earth country : 

reports, not 1:he tlslx~jl. (;01:l.ect_:i.rJlI? of agency self-promotion .tracts b 

-tThe cha.llenge is .t:o group policies in such a way as to demonstrate the 
linkage bew tween developinent and the environment . ‘. 

+External constraints of debt, terms of trade and technology transfer 
must then be shown for what they are: constraints .on environmental : 
protection and ,on human developlllellt . 

+Proaress will only come with co-ordination. In th.e North, one challenge 
is to zxtend domestic environmental concern into foreign policy so t;hat 
quest .i.ons of financial suppor.t and trade opportunities; for the South are 
adequately addressed. + -- IllO~“~ 
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Elsewhere on greenhouse gas net emissions, :Mr. .Sandbrook makes the 

point that +75 per cent of the emissions responsible> for the greenhouse 
effect come from within the United States and W’esternEurope.+ 

In summing up, he says : -t-In short , the world,,has seen too many global 
assessments -- and global. conferences -- that result ,in nothing but the 
most general p1at ituc-les . : : 

++Globespeak+ of envi.ronmental doom must be replaced by ” 
country-specific studie%*, policies for change and’ an‘ international 
commitment to make t.hem possibie. 

tFailure .to start tlhis process by 1992 will,“mean’,t’he international. ~ 

community wi.3.1 once again slip into its usual performace of rhetoric 
without resources on envi.ronment and development,,. ‘-- ,mo,re % 

” 
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Elsewhere, in the journal, another illumir~at-ing, a,rticIe, says i-although 
much of the global environmental destruction is taking;,place,, in developing 
countries , the economic model of the developed world must b,e. changed since 
the development aspirations of the South mirror Northern lifestyles and 
economic achievements. 

+These Northern lifestyles can be characteri”sed,.by ‘consumption rates of 
energy, water, minerals and biomass that are rough,ly ,. 10,, times higher than 
those in developing countries. + ,. ” 

There you have it, a growing chorus to.‘Malaysi,a ’ 5: call f-or protecting 
the environment taking into account a country’s ‘de’vslopmenf,., 

A global assault. on the twin problems is w.hat “,is. ‘needed, not some 1 
bully-boys from the North trying to impose a new”form,of, colonialism on the 
developing countries of the South. 

This should be a shared task involving all:,countries for we oniy have 
ONE EARTH. -- Bernama ,‘>_ 
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