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ama today paid tribute to 
e-cCKintry’s three former 

Prime Ministers, sa ing 
that the aeonle shoul B ao- 
preciate -their leadership, 
sacrifices and deeds. 

Mala sians 
proud h 

can today be 
: at the country prac- 

tises democracy with the 
leader!: being elected due to 
the sacrifices of the former 
Fa;iers, the Prrme Minister 

Dr Mahathir was launch- 
ing the commemorative 
stamps of the three former 
Prime Ministers -- Tunku 
Abdul Rahman Putra, Tun 
Abdul Razak and Tun Hus- 
sein Onn .- at Pusat Islam. 

The stamps come in a set 
of three with a denomina- 
tion of $1 each. Each stamp 
carries a portrait of a former 
Prime Minister. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
country did not experience 
riots or violence when there 
was a change of leaders or 
Government. 

“Malaysia enjoys political 

trib.ute tp$ormer statesmen *..’ . . ,&bT I 
stability and the country 
has not experienced radical 
changes in its administra- 
tive policies. 

“Because of the political 
stability and a strong Gov- 
ernment, the country’s 
economy has, experienced 

‘“R’,ds%l%rone could deny 
that the 
was estab lshed and f 

olitical stabilit 
deve - Y 

oped by the three former 
Prime Ministers, especially 
the late Tunku - the father 
of independence and Bapa 

ber the Tunku for bringing 
independence without any 
bloodshed. 

“His efforts at unitmp th!. 
people and ensuring th;u 
the various communitir~ 
live in peace and harmon! 
earned him the title of F;I- 
ther of Unitv.” 

Malaysia. 
Dr Mahathir said since 

the country would be cele- 
brating its 34 years of inde- 
pendence tomorrow, it was 
appropriate that Malay- 
sians remember the sacri- 
fices and contributions of 
the three former Prime Min- 
isters. 

He said the issuing of the 
commemorative stamps by 
the Postal Services De art- 
ment in honour of the t R ree 
Prime Ministers was most 
ap ropriate. 

# he people must remem- 

Dr Mahathir said it was 
during the leadership of the 
Tunku that Malaysia was 
formed in 1963 to include 
Sabah and Sarawak. 

Dr Mahathir added that 
the late Tun Razak was a 
dynamic and efficient ad- 
ministrator who brought 
great development, espe- 
cially to the rural areas. 

He said the tremendous 
development the country 
experienced during the lead- 
ership of Tun Razak made 
Malaysia well-known inter- 
nationally and he was ap- 
F;;priately acc;‘;dheedrthe ti- 

of of 
Development. 

“His contributions to the 
outlying areas and the na- 
tion earned him the Magsay- 
say Award.” 

Dr Mahathir said the late 
Tun Hussein gave vast op- 
portunities to young politi- 
cians to hold key positions 
in the Government, 

Dr Mahathir said all throcl 
leaders were statesmen who 
possessed a high degretx of 
natiOnaliSm in developing 
the country. 

He hoped that the founda- 
tions laid by the threl> 
statesmen would enable the 
nation to achieve, the d!! 
sired progress and devt,iop- 
ment. 

Dr Mahathir 1‘tti.r pre 
sented mementos co TUII 

Hajah Rahah Tan, Sri Mo- 
hamed Noah (the widow of 
Tun Razak) and Tun Suhai 
lah Tan Sri Mohamed Noah 
(the widow of the late Tun 
Hussein.) 

Earlier. Energy, Telecorn- 
munications and Posts Mu- 
ister Datuk Seri S. Samy 
Vellu said the Postal Ser- 
vices Department printed 
the commemorative stamps 
to coincide with the Natlon- 
al Day celebrations. 
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