
progress  to  h is  nation, he sa.id.
+I f the  F,~1trj.l.  ish L.i.i~~~~iEl~]C? is a tool to develop his nat ion ,  then

lh(? wi 1 1 1. ear I-I Eng J .i. sh . 5 c? v rr? r- t h c? 1 c? s .s ) he will not  lose  h is  bear ings ,
he wi 1.1. not .forget h1.s origins, t he s a i d  o n  RTM’ s +Wawancara+
prograrnmo  aired over TV1 tonight .

I-I~, sai.d myorla  wh(.j  um~,tod  to progress  in  th is  m o d e r n  worl.d
shoul (1 m a s t e r  a t  Jeasi: tu;o i.?ing71ages, one his mother tongue and the
other a .forei gn 1 ar-~~~.iagc?  .

Th C: P r i me M i i-1 i. 5 i: c r said this when asked to comment on t h e
f e e l i n g  a m o n g  cartain people tha1:  the nati.onal l a n g u a g e  h a d  n o
fLii:t.lro,  in 31-1  i i2dtlS ttri a! isr::d Ma1aysi.a in  the  year’*2020. -- m o r e

*.. . The government encouraged Nalaysians  t&. master the English
Language a:; it was understoad by -the m a j o r i t y  ,of the ,people i n  t h e
w’o r 1 d ) t-he Prime Minister said.

F_ [r e ri t I-!$ ci:~p~~!?e~e  who had progressedci’so,,,much had to master t.he
Engl.  ish L.ariguaye  , h e  adc!e(!  .

I.__
+We have to krmvj  .Engli.sh  because certain words which we have to

use in this modern world at l-.ime,s,  are not there in our own l=W-We,.
and we have to borrow.

tI:f WE!  h0l.d negot.iations  a n d  w.e 0nl.y u s e  o u r  o w n  language and _
cl012 1 t u~-ld~~~-st~mci  0k1-1er  1mgm~e.s at all ,  we C&-I ..never have a n y
t r c a t. i e s ‘, i- 1-1 e s a 1. d .

Datt,l]c Seri Dr Mahathir  was  conf ident”  that  perhaps  one  day the
Malqy larlguc7Qe WCX.!C~  bc? 1 mrnI:  by otlher n a t i o n s  i f  M a l a y s i a ,  w e r e  to
t)e(:&e an indLlstri.al i:1;ec!  i-lation and escelled i.n i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e .

BLIP no 01’1~  w~>~l!ci  want  to l earn  Rahasa Malaysia  i f  M a l a y s i a n s  ”
were backward and had no civi 1 ization at al.1. . .

Nowadays, many ileO/2le learned Japanese not because they were
interested i.n the Jang~unge  but because ‘Japan was a developed nation,

+I t al 1 cleper-IsIs  on our a-tt i l:ucle, we have to”give pr ior i ty  to  the
IlEit  iO1lal 1an3Uage  as a language that gives us :,identit.y,  t he said. .

The P r i me Y i 1-1 i s t. e r s a i d  MaJ.aysia w o u l d  b e  l e f t  behind’.if-the
PeOPlG? OlllY wanted to know one I.i:tngUage  because much knowledge was
not in the mother tongue,

A command in two Janyuages  would strengthen the thinking ability
of an individual as he would be able to obtain knowledge from _. _*
a’nother  source,  he said.

Panel members in the tWawancara+ prbgramn$  were Senior Fellow of
t h e  Il?!;titUte of Strai:egi.C  alid Inter~latioila1  Studies  (ISIS) Ellcik
R&tarn A. Sani. , Edi tOr- in-Ghief o f  KumpuJ.an Utusan ‘Melayu (M) phd,
I3lci.k Zainuddi.,n Maiciil~, and  Associ.ate Professor Dr Ishak Shari of
thC! Economics  FaCr.lJ  t.y Of Uni versi ti Kebangsaan M a l a y s i a .  -- Bernama
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