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KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 2A(Bernama) -~ The true nationalist is not

one who merelv loves his languagd but one who loves his netion and
wants it to progress, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
saicd tonight. _ . _

A nationalist would usze any tool at his disposal to bring
progress to his nation, he said. ) ) )

+1f the EnglishLanguage is a tool to develop his nation, then
hewill 1.earnBngJdish. Nevertheless, hewill not lose his bearings,
he wi 1.1. not forgethieorigine,t he said on RTM's +Wawancara+
programmne aired over TV1 tonight .

Hersaid anyonewhowanted to progress in this modern world
should master at least two languages, one his mother tongue and the
other aforeign 1anguage. )

The Prime Minister said this when asked to comment on the
feeling among certainpeople that thenational lanquage had no
futureinanindustrialisced Malaysia in the vear 2020.-- more
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The government encouraged Malaysiansto. master the English
Languagezajlt wasunderstoaodbvthe majority of the people in the
world, the Prime Minister said.

Even the Japanese who had nrogreesed so much had to master the
Engl ish Language, he added.

+WehdueLoknou/Inglth because certain words which we have to
use in this modern world at times are not there in our own language
and we have to borrow. '

+Ifwehnold necotiations and we only use our own language and’
don 'l understand other languages at all , we céan.never have any
treat.ies,+ he said.

Datuk SeriDr Mahathir was confident” that perhaps one day the
Malay 1anguageumuldbelearntbyother nations if Malaysia, were to
hecome an industrial ised nation and excelledin international trade.

But no one wouldwant to learn Bahasa Malaysia if hﬂalaySIans
were backward and had no civilizaftion at all.

Nowadays, many people learned Japanese not because they were
interested i.n the language but because ‘Japan was a developed nation,

+Ital 1 depends on our att i tude, we have to ‘give priority to the
nat ional language as a language that gives us "identity,+ he Said.

The Prime Minister said Malavsia would be left behind if -the
people onlywantedto know one language because much knowledge was
not in the mother tongue,

A command in two languages would strengthen the thlnklng ability
of an individual as he would be able to obtain knowledge from
another source, he said. .

Panelrnembers in the +dednca1a+proqramme\Nere Senior Fellow of
the Institute of Strategic and International Studies(ISIS)Encik
Rirstam A. Sani, Edi tor-in-Chief of Kumpulan Utusan Melayu (M) Bhd,

Encik Zainuddin Maidin, and Associate Professor Dr Ishak Shari of
the Economics Faculty Of Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. --Bernama
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