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In embargoed i t em i->lahatlh.ir-Vision+  , ‘please read the intro as

f o l l o w s .  . . Datl_.lk  SC?r-i Dr Maha?:hi  r Mohamad said, .tonight  the Vision
2020 o f  makincj Ma.l.ays.ia  a cleve1opecl  country by that year is not his
person_lI  a m b i  t.ion bu-1:  that of the p e o p l e .  “.

.
Here is the corrected  vers ion .

Mal-lat,hir-\iisiol-1
( EMBARGO : For release a f t e r  10pm,  Sept 2 )
bm ‘9r c3?-
KIlAJ.,A  t,UiWUR  , Sep’i Z4 { J3ernama  ) -- Datuls,  -hi r  Mohamd

said tonight the Vision 2020 of making Malaysi’a,  a developed country
b y  t h a t  y e a r  i s  n o t  his  ~)t!r‘SOilElI ambition’but  -tha’t 0f”the p e o p l e .

The  Pr ime Millister  sai.d he was acting as the voice of the peor.)le
who wi.shed to become a clcvol.oped  and respected race.

i-1 am 0ill.y voicing! in my vi,ew, the  general  op inion .  I  be l ieve
everyone wants progress, and wi shes Malaysia to be a developed
nation , t he s a i d  i.1; t h e  tWawancara Bersama Perdana Menteri+
programme aired over Televisyen Malaysia. ’

_.D a t u k  Scri Dr Mahathir :;aid if someone without position or
status  in  soc iety  uere to express his wish,  opinion or vision,  it
would not receive attentioll.

In the ho\ir-Iong programme?  Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir was
interviewed by Institute of  Strategic and International Studies
(  ISIS) s e n i o r  fel low Rustam  A. Sani., Utusan J$e‘l.ayu (7fi) B h d  G r o u p
Edi tar-in-Cl7i.e.f Zajnuddin illaidin and .4ssociate  Pro fessor  Dr  Ishalc
Shari of Uni,versi.t:i  Kebangsaan Malaysia ‘s Economic Faculty.

His espianat ion  was in response to a question from a memb.er  of
the panel who sa.id some people vi.ewed Vision 2020 as his own visi.on.
7- more .

T h e  ?ri.me Minister  soid if the government  did not express the
people  Is aspiration, it wo~tld  not: clevel op i.nto something that wouIc1
al:.tract the attentr.ion  Of al. 1 those involved in the country ’ s
deve 1 opment  .

+-so, ? am mere1.y exspr‘i)s.sing  what I feel the rakyat  believe in,
not I a 1 one , + he added .

FIowever  ., he sa j d , ;?~l\,;on  e i_LZ s free to interpret whether Vision
2020 was  so le ly  h is  own jdea or that of Mal.aysia,

He sc~icl the V~si.cir~ 2020 idea  was  unvei led  this  year  to  co inc ide
with the launching of a l,ong--t’errn  development plan to succeed the
New Economic Policy (NEP),

He expressed confidence tI_lnt his potential .  successor woulcl
cont inue  with efforts towards rca1isii-1~  the vision although the
s t y 1. e m i. y J-1  t d i. .f f e r . c

The machinery for achieving the objective had been put in_ pl.ace,
and all Cabi.net  mmbers  l-md a~reecl  on and  u n d e r s t o o d  the. w a y s  t o
make a success of Vi.sion 2020, he said.

+I’:‘do not tllink whoevi~r  is taking  over  wi l l  change  the
o b j e c t i v e , say from 2020 -to maybe 3000, or from the target of
d~\~~l~p~~d  ~~:PI~\.Is  to ;I bacl~\~j~.~rd  n::~l:i:o~~~,,  + he added .

On fears 1: ha 1: i-jecoLY)i  ncj an industrialised  country might l.ead to
social. conf 1. i.cts  , he sai ci such prot)l.enis w e r e  i1ievci.table w h a t e v e r  t.he
StlCicrC?". o f  cleveI.opmenl:  . -- more
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Poor and backward  nations too had social ills and, in fact, more
serious problems -to the extent of being despised by the world, he
added’. . .

Me sai cl ) ho~wiever  ) P1alay’si.m~  could star’t’,,planning from now and
try ‘t-o avoid the social pitfalls they might encounter based on the
experiences of other countries . I /

i +And  , i f we a r e wi s e , we can make the’ people aware of thi.s
problem and ways to avoid .i t.. Perhaps, we may not face such serious
social problems like in the West where they have lost their moral
values and no longer Zlll,i”P.C1?~i:(? family ties, marriage and other
things , + he added.

He said Yvlaiaysia' s defini.tion of a , developed country was one
that had integrity, Leigh morals, gcod ethics and*,other  posit ive
values that, would ensure society wo~uld not lose.. i t,s bearing.

i-This we shouicl  dec.j.de  from, now before we get carried away by
our %~eal t-1-1, t he said.

_. .

The Prime Minister- said the country needed to gi.ve emphasis on.
industries as the set tar could create more jobs,. than agricultural
vent\lrt!s,

Citing an eX(‘ifIlI~Ie, he said a factory on a O.Ghectare  site  could
g i v 0 j 0 1:) s t 0 5 0 0 pe 0 In 1 e u:h .i 1. t-? a padi field of a si.mi lar  s ize  would,
maybe, net~l only one pcrstsn  to work it. -- m o r e

’ ,
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He said with its ~)op\.~lal:jol~.l~aving increased {to 18.3 million,
Malaysia needed to provide 300 ,000 jobs a’.year.

Datuk Sel-i IX I%hathir  said the ‘government’ 4’ primary objective
in fighting poverty was to redixcc absolute pov’erty. ‘,

Ma1 aysia ’ s record in reducing the .rate’ of, absolute .po.verty  Wa6

better than that of developed  countries, he added’.
The Prime Minister reminded the people of the importance of

defending the values o:f the family institution, saying Malaysia
\~oul  d become a welfare state if it lost these values.

The government could est.end welfare aid ID the form of
allowances to the poor, old nnd  hnnd.icapped ‘but it could not give
them love, he said.

+\Ve can give only money but the family-can not only give help
but also the feeling of love, and this is very important to the old
or handi.capped ,+ he said. -- Bernama . * .
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