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MELAKA. Sept 3, { Bernama } -- ool relations anong countries in the
reqion have made Ascan the nost developed and stable regional grouping in
the world. Prime Mnister Datwn Seri Dr Mahathir Mhnnmad said today.

There was development and stabil ity in the regi on because Asean menber
countries did not harbour ill intentions against one another, he added.

+We are fortunate because we live in a region where there is peace,
wher e ocur neighbour has no i1l intention against US and where we too have
no ill intention asainst them.+ he said when opening the Mni Asean Park in
Al r Keron. near here. _

‘Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said cood relations among Asean countries were
vital in determiningsecuritv and stabilitv in the region.

Such an atmosphere would enable develooment t0 take place in the
respective Asean menber countries. he added.

Af t er  doénina cerenmony ., Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir and Cabinet
mnisters. who are acconpanying himduring his two-day official visit to
the state, were given a tour of the park which displays various types of
houses from Asean countri es.

The houses included the +Bahay Kubo+ from the Philippines, +Rumah Joglo
Mangkurat+. (lndonesia), +Rumah Air Tnngkup Beloteng+ (Brunei) and +Rumah
. Peranakan+ (Si ngapore). -- nore
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the Mni Asean Park woul d enabl e those who
had no opportunitv tO visit other Asean countries to learn the way of life
of pecple in those countries.

He alsc said the Federal governnent would provide assistance to state
qovernments in devel oping their ocurism industries.

In  this connection, he called on other state governnments to' enqul ate the
Melaka government's efforts in attracting tour|sgs ?o the sta?e.'

He said the government's target was to attract at least 18 nillion
tourists to' the countrv annually..

The, government WaS giving enphasi s on tourism because it involved
direct flowof.foreign exchange into the country for its economc growt h
headded. _ , ’

+For this reason. .i7isim 1S piaced under a ministry. |t has potential
for rapid qrowth,+ he said.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir jster proceeded to Air Panas, Jasin, where he
opened the Colden Vailev Golf and Country O ub which bdasts a 58-hQle golf
course. reputedto be the second largest in the world.

In his speech, he said tourism projects should not nerely profit-the -
+ttaukes+ but ordinary people as well. .

Since the devel opment of the tourismindustry in the couotoy, many
people had been successful. in sp;517 busi nesses such as restaurants and
handi craft, he added.

‘He said the people nust strive to inprove themselvgs to be as efficient
as_their counterparts in other devel oped countries.
The 2.14-ihectare country club, tuitt by the Obayashi Corporation of

Jasan. offers facilities such as a hot spring bath, a 160-room hotel and a
fruit garden. .-- Bernama
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