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PM - STUDY VWAYS TO OVERCOME RACI| AL BIAS
Mahathir-goodwill
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KUALA LUMPUR. Sept.9 {Bernama —1;Datuk‘gggg_gg;Mthinlg_Mohamgd S
‘calledon the people th find wavs G overcome racial bias which could still
be found tcdav.

+Do we look askance at someone iust bemuse of his race? |f so. what
should we do to avoid racial bias. especiallv anong children. who are
seareqated because thev a‘*twend different schools, the Prime Minister said.

He was speakinag at a aoodwill vhotoaravhv prize presentation ceremonv
and exhibition organised bv the Nanvang SianaPau. Chinese daily at Dewan
Tun Hussein Onn. Prutra Wirld Trade Centre, here today.

Dntuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the peorle should make an assessment of the,
situation so that thev could forge unitv in the communitv.

He added that efforts to elimnate racial prejudices should be upgraded
to achieve the objfective of creating a Malavsian nation that *was not only
loval to the countrv but shared a common future.

+Each race has' its own cultural values and traits and the thing to do
now is to understand the way.of lives of the various races+, he said. --
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said better understanding ‘could be achieved
throuah activities, like the goodw I photography cempetition, that could
forge closer rel ations between people of various: racegathomeand abroad.

The unitv of the people nurtured through the spirit of*goodw |l was a
vital ore-condition for the country to develop further, he added.

+To ensure a brighter future, It 1S inportant that the people, -
especiallv the present generation. always preserve the feeling of goodw ||
among them + he said. ~

He said living conditions in the country had undergone trenendous
change from that of two decades aso due to the co-operation.of the people
who cast asi de racial considerations and demonstrated goodwill.
under st andi ng and compromise. Ce

Speaking to reporters. Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir sa!d nore efforts Ver e
needed to upgrade unitv although much orogress had' been achieved over the
| ast 20 vears. ) _

+The process of intearation...process ofunitv. takes time and we
shoul d be patient. There will alwavs D€ extremists in anv communitv who -
cannot accept What we do.+ he.added.-- nore
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The Prime Mnister said, generally, the worldhad recognised that
“although Malavsia was multi-racial "it had succeeded in fostering racial °
hnrmonv that was nore evident.than that achieved by other countries,
including the advanced naticns.
+| feel todav's event woul d not have been possible 2¢ years ago.+ he

added. Co i

He said ethnic riots clwavs erunted I, N advanced nations althou&h thev
onlv had a smalll minoritv of inmmgrants because of' jéealousy.

Malavsia was able t0o check: communalism and. at the .saome time. develow
the countrv and distribute its wealth in a stable nation. he added.

+This i s a fact Whi ch manv' foreianers nust accept.+ he 'said.

Foo Kok Kin from Ipoh won the first prize -- a golg nedal and $29,009.

Ten others won excellence awards, silver nedals and cash of $1.2¢0 each
in the conpetition which attracted 609 entries. -- Bernama
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