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FOREIGNERS cannot deny the
strong sense of goodwill that ex-
ists In multi-ethnic Maavsia,
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr

Mahathir Mehamad;said. "We've
achieved what | doubt they (the

foreigners) could achieve if given
the same multi-racial
background.”

He said Malaysia has succeed-
ed in avoiding communalism
through the goodwill of its vari-
ous races and, at the same time,
using this harmonious co-exis-
tence to pave the way for rapid
and equitable economic progress
and national development.

The Prime Minister pointed out
that in most of the countries that
suffer racial riots, the minority
ethnic group or migrant citizens
are small in proportion to the
population.

Malaysia, despite having a
large percentage of different
races, has managed not only to
avert racial riots but, instead,
foster close understanding among
them.

“No foreigners can deny that, in
this (respect), we have achieved
more than most countries, even
the advanced countries,” he told
newsmen after opening a good-
will photography exhibition and
ﬁrlze presentation ceremony in

uala Lumpur yesterday.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, how-
ever, cautioned Malaysians
against taking for granted these
good ties and understanding

among the various races.

“A ot more must be done. The
people, especialy young genera-
tion Maavsians. must take stock
of the situation and come up with
answers to how we can eliminate
racia bias and pave the way for
even closer ties. Each race has
different cultura values and
backgrounds. The thing to do now
is to understand better the way of
life of the other races,” he said.

In his address, the Prime Minis-
ter underscored goodwill as a cru-
cia prerequisite in efforts to
make Malaysiaa developed na-
tion as envisaged in the peopl€’'s
Vision 2020.

“We can stand proud as ana-
tion and a people (for having)
achieved peaceful co-existence
and economic progress. To guar-
antee that Malaysians continue to
enjoy these, the people, particu-
larly the (present) generation,
must ensure that the existing
goodwill is sustained,” he added.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said ef-
forts by individuals, organisa-
tions and states in fostering bet-
ter understanding amogg the
people need to be upgraded con-
stantly to attain this goal.

The Governméat, on its part,
will continue tadirect its efforts
at_eradicating poverty and dis-
tributing wealth equitably
through policies made out in the
aNd%tlegnal Development Pelicy, he
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