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The Government’s pa 
ticnce over calls from ctat 
tain quarters that a refcl,en- 
dum he held to deWrmine 
whether Sabah should leave 
Malaysia should not bv mis- 
construed as a sign of wcak- 
nexs, Datuk_.Sti Dr-Mil- 
hathir Moh?_TaQ s;nd today. _. .-- 

The Govcrnmont would 
not hesitate to take actIon 
against these quarters c~spc’- 
ciallg since they Lvere ylol;it~ 
ing tLe law by calling tar a 
;S;E:;-cndum. I)r Ivlahathlr 
‘ 
The Prmlc Minister was 

replying to reporters’ qucv- 
tions on the calls made h! 
several politicians in Sabah 
for a referendum to decide 
whether the people of Sabah 
want the State to contmuc~ 
to he in the E’ederatlon 

The Federal C’onstltution 

does not allow for another 
reforendu~. hr> said, adding 
that the Govtrnmcnt would 
come down hard against 
those who called for oncb. 

If the need arises. tht> In- 
ternal Security Act will be 
used to detain those who 
had been making such calls 

and \vho were found to be 
mvolved in activities which 
may jeopardise the nation’s 
stabilitv and securitv. 

‘Thc‘Government‘ls mon- 
itoring the situation and 
clocks not want to use its pow- 
vrs wantonly. This (calling 
for a referendum) is against 
the Fectc~ral Constitution. 

“At the moment these 
calls have not jeopardised 
national securitv but if al- 
lowed to contin6e. they may 
do so. We do not want the 
lssuc to gron- into a major 
one and become dangerous 
and thwaten us.” he said. 

SpcLking to wwsmrn 31 
Lr~r add)‘(,\>ili;: ii !a1 fit! Cr$!\Y(: 
jli I(ota Belud. about 10(lkIll 
from here, I)r Mahathir said 
the <;overnment on its part 
\~~:ould continue to keep the 
public informed about the 
dangers of such actions. 

The Government does not 
want a situation in Malaysia 
similar to that in some other 
c,ountrie\ where civil war 
and racial strife are causing 
miwry to the people. 

In his address, Dr Ma- 
hathir said Sabah had made 
a decision to be a part of the 
Federation. There was no 
question of going against 
the decision made under the 
auspices of the United Nap 
tions. 

On allegations that the In- 
trrnal Security Act was 
used onlv against Opposi- 
tion rtoliticians. r)r Ma- 
hathir’ said this was base- 
lcsi Even Government 

supporters ha.ve been de- 
tained under the Act. 

.4skrd to comment on the 
overtures by some Parti 
Rersatu Sabah leaders who 
wanted the party to return 
to the Harisan Kasional, 111 
Mahathir said the coali- 
tion’s doors have never been 
closed. but it is a difficult 
situation when a part?; 
wants to pull out and then 
rejoin the coalition. 

“The HN wants members 
who are sincere, cxmimitted 
and would ‘swim or sink’ 
with it.” 

The Prime Minister and 
I):ttin Stlri Dr Siti H~~JY~IJ 
la!cr Ir-f! f;ir KUcl’ing 

.Amcxrg those: at thca [iif- 
port to send off the Prime 
Minister Lvere Chief Minis- 
ter Datuk Seri Joseph f’airin 
Kitingan. State Umno rlepu- 
ty liaison chief Tun Datu 
Haji Mustapha Datu Harun. 
Minister of Land and Co- 
operative Development Tan 
Sri Haji Sakaran Dnndai. 
Minlstcr of National CJnit) 
and Community I)e\elop 
ment I>atuk Napsiah Omar 
and State Cabinet Minis- 
ters. 

Dr Mahathir arrived here 
yesterday evening. He un- 
veiled a memorial this 
morning in Kota Belud to 
commemorate Umno’s vic- 
tory in the IJsukan hy-clec- 
tion in May. 

Last night he attended a 
dinner jointly hosted by the 
Sabah Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce and the Sabah 
Rumiputera Chamber of Com- 
merce. 
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