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KUCHING, Fri. - The peo- 
ple of Sarawak were advised 
to take the cue from Kelan- 
tan and Sabah. two states 
facing stagnated develop- 
ment after electing Opposi- 
tion parties to power. 

In making the call Prime 
Minister Datuv 

m?hP%ler%e 
al loser if they chose a State 
Government which could 
not co-operate with the Fed- 
eral Government. 

“I hope you will remem- 
ber this when you go to the 
polls in two weeks,” Dr Ma- 
hathir told a gathering at 
Betong, about 300km from 
here 

Dr Mahathir said the Gov- 
ernment wanted to develop 
Sarawak to be on par with 
other States in Peninsular 
Malaysia. 

He added that through the 
efforts of the present-State 
Government many infras- 
tructural projects have been 
impl$mented and were be- 
ing c trried in the State. 

He said 9 the present State 
Government was also com- 
mitted to uonradine the liv- . .I 

ing standards of the people 
of Sarawak. 

Dr Mahathir arrived by 
helicopter to the small town 
of Betong to open a Voca- 
tional School. He was ac- 
companied by his wife, Da- 
tin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah 
Mohamed Ali, Education 
Minister Datuk Dr Sulai- 
man Daud and Minister in 
the Prime Minister’s De- 
partment Datuk Abang Abu 
Bakar Mustapha. 

They were welcomed by 
deputy Chief Minister Da- 
tuk Amar Alfred Jabu who 
is also the State Assembly- 
man for Layar where Be- 
tong town is situated. 

Commending the people 
of Sarawak for their handi- 
craft work. the Prime Minis- 
ter said the time has come 
for them to progress to re- 
pairing motor vehicles, en- 
gines and modern gadgetry. 

With the onenina of the 
vocational school more stu- 
dents can learn skilled work 
which will lay the founda- 
tion for youths to face the 
industrialised environment 
of the year 2020, he said. 

Last night in Miri, Dr Ma- 
hathir said Malaysians 
should be more dedicated to 
achieve the Vision 2020. 

At a community dinner at 

the Dewan Suarah Civic 
Centre, Dr Mahathir said: 
“We all work for our chil- 
dren and grandchildren. 
That is what-we are here for. 
We cannot always work for 
ourselves, we must work for 
others.” 

Dr Mahathir was also 
pleased with the rapid de- 
velopment in Sarawak and 
attributed this to the State‘s 
oil and timber resources, 

He said even though Miri 
was historicallv known to 
be the first oil producing 
centre in the world about 
100 years ago, little was 
done bv the earlv colonisers. 

“Since Sarawak became 
part of Malaysia, it has been 
given allocations which to- 
gether with revenue from 
oil and timber has devel- 
oped the State into what it is 
todav.” 

Dr”Mahathir said he was 
also pleased with the State’s 
rapid progress over the past 
10 years. 

Dr Mahathir was also hap- 
py that revenue was wiseiy 
spent on the rakyat. He 
cited the Civic Centre as an 
example of how the Govern- 
ment helped in social de\,el- 
opment programmes. 
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