
PM: Government will keep
its pledge to Cuepacs

sahries
end of vear
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Jeffrey Ramayah

KUALA LUMPUR  Mon. -
The Government i’s making
every effort to give its
885,451 employees a salary
iTay;.y the end of the

K
uk .Qn nrhda-

ath\r Mohamad said today.
vinister said
the Government was finalis-
ing details for the
but stressed that tR

ay rise
e exer-

cise, was a complex one
which needed a lot of time
and deliberation.

He was responding, to

?Z%r$,$sp$~~Z?~~
la Lumpur International
Airport before leaving for a
six-day official visit to Mexi-
co to pave the way for closer
trade and economic co-oper-
ation.

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment had promised Cue-
pats a review of the existing
salary structures with a pay
increase in mind and would
certainly fulfil its pledge.

“The Government met
C$?fi;‘,”  ;ff$~hs,v”rY$uc~

views were being taken into
consideration,” he said.

He added that he could
not disclose the percentage
increase or the quantum as
yet because the Govern-
ment has yet to submit its

recommendations to the
Cabinet for approval.

“Only when the Cabinet
gives its approval will we
disclose details of the pend-
ing pay rise. But we are
making every effort to fina-
lise the review by the end of
the year,” he said.

Finance Minister Datuk
Seri Anwar, Ibrahim, who
was at the airport to send off
Dr Mahathir, said a special
committee headed by the
Prime Minister was looking
into the matter and a deci-
sion should be made before
the end of the year.

“We are seriously looking
into the

%
roposed salary re-

view an , God willing, the
increase should be effective
by the end of the year,” he
said.

On Jan 23 this year, Dr
Mahathir announced an in-
terim pay increas’e  of five
per cent for all civil ser-
vants, which took effect
from Jan 1.

Dr Mahathir said then
that the percentage would
be increased when the Gov-
ernment had corn leted a
study on the overa 1P salary
structure of its employees.

Meanwhile, Dr Mahathir,
and Datin Seri Dr Siti  Has-
mah Mohamed Ali  will be
met on arrival at Mexico
City ,tomorrqw  by Mexican
I%;;;? Mmlster Fernando

Also accompanying the
Prime Minister is a delega-
tion which includes Foreign
Minister Datuk Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi, Primary In-
dustries Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik and
Culture, Arts and Tourism
Minister Datuk Sabbarud-
din Chik.

Dr Mahathir will then call
on President Carlos Salinas
de Gortari. This will be fol-
lowed by talks between the
two leaders.

Tomorrow night, the
Prime Minister will attend a
dinner hosted by Mr Salinas
where he will be conferred
the Order of the Aztec Ea-
gle. Dr Mahathir will then
confer the Most Exalted Or-
der of the Crown of the
Realm on behalf of Yang di-
Pertuan Agong Sultan Az-
lan Shah on Mr Salinas.

On Wednesday, Dr Ma-
hathir will lay a wreath at
the monument to Mexico’s
independence heroes. A spe-
cial ceremony will also be
held to declare the Prime
Minister a guest-of-honour
of Mexico City.

Dr Mahathir will later
tour the ruins of the Grand
Aztec Temple in Mexico
City and parts of the city
subway system. He will also
attend a luncheon hosted by
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the Mexican Business Coun-
cil for International Affairs.

He will then visit the Mex-
ican Oil Institute and later
attend a special

On Thursday, the Prime
Minister is scheduled to
lea’re  for Monterrey, an in-
dustrial area, where he will
visit several factories and
meet local business leaders.

The next day, Dr Ma-
hatbir will leave for Altami-
ra where he will visit,
among others, the Petrocal
Industrial Complex.

On Saturday, he is sched-
uled to visit another histori-
cal site - the Maya ruins.
This will be followed by a
meeting with officials of the
Mexican Fund for Tourism
and Development.

The Prime Minister will
then leave for New York on
a five-day tri , where he
wi;lU;;~;tc&ee;,  address

On Sept 23, he will  meet
Papua New Guinea Prime
Minister Rabbie Namaliu
and South Korean President
Roh Tae-woo and visit the
New York Islamic Centre.

The next day, he is sched-
uled to meet former US Sec-
retary ,,,of State Dr Henry

“Kissinger and Ven&uelan
President Carlos Andres Pe-
rez. Dr Mahathir will ad-

~+tf-23&.~$~~~

PrimeMinister.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled tlons on the topic “The East 1
to_  meet _.Nepa&se  Prime Asia Economic Group”.

On Sept 25, he will attend
discussions with the Malay.
sia-US Private. Sector Con-

%.m&‘Wv~up  and add%%”
the Asia Society on the t ic

y:
is

day.
He will 8%

US Council on F Perez de Cuellar. 1

Minister Clirija Prasad  Kolr- Dr Siti Hasmah will have
*@a ahd thl@residentWf~~ sepahtem;x~miri~f
Supreme National CQuncil which  in~ludes~visit  to the
of Cambodia, h"inCe Noro- National Downs  Syndrome'
tom Sihanouk  the next Society, and,.a luncheon i
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