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Mahathir - Wrap up _-
From Syed Jamil Jaafar

+ I
CANCUN ( M e x i c o )  ,

0
Sep t  2 2  (  i3e rl-larrla ) -- P r i m e  M i n i s t e r atuk Seri Dr

M a h a t h i r  Mohamad  said Sat&day,  he is more  convinced  t 1 ever that--
South-South cooperation can work. -

+It’needs  a lot  of  push but,  yes, i t  ca? ?&8’ +“h’e  %??&al_aysian’
journalists at a press conference to wrap up his six-day off’icial visit to
Mexico. The Prime Minister and his delegation leave for New York today.

Datuk Seri  Dr Mahathir said that from his visit to. Mexido, Malaysia  got
to know various opportunities ,for trade and investment.

+And they got to know us and’are as keen to increase economic
relations,  -t the Prime Minister said.

Similarly he said, his recent trip to Chile,  Brazil  ,and A r g e n t i n a
opened  up  t remendous  .potenti.als for Malaysia to go into non-traditional
m a r k e t s  . -- more
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He said the Latin American countries were a closed market for a very
long time but over the past three years had ‘opened up .(

The countries used to import only, raw maferials but, are now buying
manufactured goods as well.

+-All.  these spell  opportunity for Malaysia but nothi’ng can be gained by
sitting at home ,+ the Prime Minister said.

+-It’s all  up to us. *Why  ,woul.d  people come to us? ,,,We  have to go to
them , + he added ,

i :

The Prime Minister said, initially there migh’t  be problems such as
transportat ion  in  .trying to increase economic...a’rjd trade relations with the
Latin American countries but these could be solved’. -- more.__
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I-le  noted .that Pres ident  Carlos S a l i n a s , wi.,ti?‘,‘whorn  he had formal and
informal discussions, was keen for Mexico to have,Bair,’ l inks with Malaysia.

He said some of the private sector represelntatives  accompanying him on
the visit were also staying back to further”explore  bus iness ,  opportuni t ies .

The Mexican government has already given approval for the establishment
o f  a  p a l m  o i l  p r o c e s s i n g  f a c i l i t y  h e r e .

. .

The Prime Minister also said Malaysia might have to invest abroad such
as in the Latin American countries to secure markets for its products.

+To sell rubber and palm oil, for example, ..we may have tb go into
downstream investment in places like Mexico ,,4 he said. -- more. .
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+Malaysia has to invest to the extent that it*benefit's us,+ he said
when asked whether Malaysia itseif was emerging as a fo:reign investor while
seeking outside investments to come tp the country. ‘I
+But I ,think we already have quite a plateful at the,moment,+  he said.
The Prime Ministe'? and Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad

Al.i today touted the site of the ruins of the ancient Mayan civilisation at
Tulum, 12@ kilometre from this resort city on thp*Yucatan peninsular. He
also visited the Puerto Aventuras tourism complex.

In, New Yor-k I the Prime Minister will address the United' Nations (on
S&{Jt 24) and speak .to the American Business Counc$l, the Asia Soc,iety and
the American Institute on Foreign Relations.
He will. also meet President.Roh Ta,e-Woo of, South 'Korea, former -US

Secretary of State lienry Kissinger and editors and publishers of several
newspapers. -- Uernama 1 . .‘I
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