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SIJBANC , Seg t 213 A ( !ic:  I‘I-I;.III~;\ ) --. l’r i me M i n i s t e r  Datu~_rer__Dr_ Mahat1~i.r

*hamad toda_y__welcomcd  a suggestion for amendment of the ruls governing._. . . ._meriiljership--of the  Bari.san !~?lSiOi>?>l  t 0 prevent ’  component  part ies  contest ing
against one another in elect ions .

I-le said the posi.t.ion  of I’tirt-i  Bansa Dayak Sarawak .( PBDS) as a BN
c o m p o n e n t  a t  the feder-al. level but- in the oppos i t ion  in ’  Sarawak had caused
ill7 a w k w a r d  Si:tu;_it  .ion  j.il  tl\C!  CO&l i 1: ion.

The PBDS con t.es ts ;.13.on(:r wi 1 Ii t lie other EN component parties in a
~cener-~~~l.  e:t cc t .ion bu t t ;.~lieii  on i’h(!  13lY in S a r a w a k  d u r i n g  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n s .

i-The suyges (: -ion is a good o~~i: . ‘I’hc d.ifference ( a t  f e d e r a l  and s t a t e
l.evcl.) has placed us (DN) in iln awkward s i tuat ion ,+  he  to ld  reporters  at
thcIiua:L~.l  I.,umpur in t e r-nat i o!i;11. i.r i rpor : on his return from a visit to Mexico
a n d  af t.(:r il,ttcrI(li,n:j  l.li(: (II-~  i t(:(.I N;l  t ions General. Assembly in New York.

Ne v 0 r t he :1 e s s , 1.1  c s FI i d , t IIC su:~;;t.:s 1:ion  had to be looked at thoroughly,
and that the Federal. BN, Snrawak  RN Three and PBDS leaders must discuss the
matter with an open mind. ./*

+We must understand the actual. situal.i.on  and position before arriving
a t  a n y  d e c i s i o n ,  + hc s a i d .  - -  ~r!ore
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Deputy Prime Minister Enci.1~  Gl-Iafar Baba had said that he would raise
L the proposal. at a meeting of the BN Supreme Council  scheduled for early

next year.
, ,

.
Encik Ghafar , who is BN seer-e cary-general, hqd made the suggestion to

, aver-t contests among BN colr1poncn.i  parti.es  in., e lec t ions .  He  had a lso  sa id
tha-1: BN componen-t  par 1: ies should be required to ‘.‘use  only the BN symbol in.,. elect ions.

Informati.on  Minister D:.ltuk Xlohamcd  Rahma t , who was among those at the
a i r p o r t  t o  g r e e t  Da’-tuli  Se’c’i. Dr. Malhir~thir, sa id  he  fe l t  that  the  po l i t i cs
practised  by the PBDS  of being i.n and out of the BN at the same time must
be s t o p p e d  bei‘ore  the situation got out of hand.

+The polit-its of having one fool i.nside  (as”a.,.BN  c o m p o n e n t  )“and the
other outside must be stopped now before the situation worsens,+ he told
reporters . .1 .,

Da tuk Mohamed , who is Umno secretary-general, said the PBDS position
was unhealthy for -the BN and would adversely affec’t the strength of the
coali t :i.on .

+We need a strong government which enjoys undivided support, especially
in our efforts to make Vision 2020 (of makirig  Malaysia a developed nation
in 30 years) a reality ,+ he sai.d. - -  more
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PB6.S president Datuk Leo Maggie, explaining his partyI's position in the
EN, i.s reported to have said that: the party would remain committed to the
BN led by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir.
Datuk Maggie, who is Works Ministers, had said he would leave 'it to the

BN leadership to decide on PBDS' membership i'n the"coalition.
Asked about the future of the PEDS in the BN, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

replied: +Everything is possible+.
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said he was happy a& proud of the BN Thkee

victory in the Sarawak state ci.ection yesterdap;' BN,;.Three-won 49 seats and
the PBDS the remai.ni.ng seven. ',

He said he was al.so happy that a:11 the DAP candidates lpst. The party
had contested in 18 constituencies. Permas, Parti-Negara and independent
candidates also did not win any seat. -- more
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The nrimc minister said he load expected the PBDS to win several seats

alt\iough he was convinced that the party would be unable to form the state
yovernment  . The PGDS had fielded cc3ndidate.s in 34 constituencies.

Datuk  Ser:i Dr Mahatlhir sa.i.d that now that the Sarawak government had
obtained the mandate from the people, it should concentrate on development.
Also at the airport to grcel Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datuk

Seri Datin Paduka Dr Sit-i I-Iasnlah  ~ohomed Al.i, were Encik Ghafar, Cabinet
ministers, and Datulc Seri Dl- h1ahath.i.r ‘s elder sisters I-labsah and Rafiah. --
Bernama
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