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KUALA  LtJMP[JR , 0c-t (1;’ (~3t!r‘1lalna ) -' Prime Minister Datuk Seri, Dr Mahathir
Mphajlud  (;aid tonigh-l:  the government will  explain to the People its ban on
Arqam’s activities in government off ices.

This was necessary to prcvcnt Confusion among the people about Arqam’s
teachings , he added.

SWF feel.  it is a deviationisir 1:cachiny  a n d  i t  i s  n p t  s u f f i c i e n t  j u s t  t0
b a n  Arqam’s dctivities but we also will  give an explanation to the people
so  t -hat  they  wi:1.1. no1 be confused, c he to~.d.  reporters after opening the
Xnt.er’nilt  ional Ins-t i. t\lte of Is.lamic Thought and Civil.ization  ( IstaC  ) here.

‘1‘11  e P r -j. rn e M i 1-1  i. s t e r 1 hi. s c v c II .i II $3 c 1-i a i r e cl 2: he 3 5 t h me et in g " 0 f the
National Council of ~slmic Affairs which discussed among other things
Arqam’s activi.ties.

He said the government would act against the movement if it continued
to confuse the people.

The government  had todate banned i.ts activities in its Offices and also
the distribution of  Ar‘qnm  literalure.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahatl1.i.r s:2i_ti  all publications.  whose contents were
similar t-0 the Arqam 1i.ter.a  ture wou1.d  al.so b e  b a n n e d - i n  g o v e r n m e n t  O f f i c e s .
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In his speech, the Prime Minister  sa id  the  founding  o f  the  inst i tute ,
established by the Inter-national 1sl.ami.c UniveFSity (IIU) was a brave
enterpr ise . II

+To be worthy of the -ti:tle, the Insti-tute  must’ b,e prepared to analyse
and to reason and to find reasons, not  for  the  pr inc ip le  art i c les  o f  the
faith such as the beari.ng,  of witness t.o the oneness of Allah S.W.T. and
tha 1: Muhammad S. A .W. is 1l'i.s messenger , but  for,those other  pract i ces ,
ri-tuills  and values whi.ch  n~alte  Islam a way of life ,,+ he said.

He said as thinkers, those .in the institute,,were  r e q u i r e d  t6 t h i n k ,
examine Isl.a~nic  thotlghi: and civ:i 1 i sat ion.

. .

‘+-YOU Can Choose noi- to di.s 1:ur.b 1:he s.tatus quk, 't,o avoid controversy to
play safe.  But if you do -t.ha~t , you cannot be called thinkers.

+Only if you choose to th ink,  to  enquire , to acknowledge the miserable
state of  the Musl.irns and Is:l.am, to reason and to cr.iticise the  accepted
interpretat ion  o f  the  reli.gi.on, 1.0 debunk and t.o reach conclusions which in
the Context of present pract:i.se may sound radical or., even heretical and to

_’ decl.are  y o u r  s t a n d , only then would you have justified the role you and the
inst .itute are required .to play ,+ he said. ‘1 I,

He said it was a risk .that must be taken by the institute for it  to
dare to be honest eventhough :i,L: nr1.$~t be charged wi’th’  be ing  heret ica l
those who had accepted the present teachings and pc’actices.

+But the deviation in the teachings of  Islam and the sad plight of
Islaru_and the Muslims result iny from sorne of -the. prgsent  interpretat ic
and teachings require that someone accept the risk someone committedenough to Islam to set aside personal considerat’io&.  + he said.

ISTAC  is headed by its founcle.r-dircctol-  Professor I$- Syed Muhammad
Naquib al-Attas.
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Finance Minister Datuk Seri Anwar  Ibrahim who 22 IIU presidentMinister in the Prime M.inistcr’s  Department ‘Syed Hamid Albara and’sarawak
Chief Minister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud were among the 300 guests present.
-- Bernama 1
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