Dr Mahathir: We

oty

may ban books
by Darul Argam

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. —
The Government will ban
and confiscate al books and
publications of the Darul
Argam movement if it con-
tinues to practisr and propa-
gate deviationist teachings.

Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said today that al other lit-
erature not owned or pub-
lished by thr movement, but
considered dcviationist,
may aso be banned.

“The government feels
that the movement prac-
tises deviationist teachings,
and if we allow such teach-
ings to continue, Muslims
will be further confused and
deviale from actual Idamic
teachings.”

Dr Mahathir said this af-
ter apening the Internation-
al Inssitute of Islamic
Thought and Civilisation
(ISTAC). .

The Prime Minister added
that besides the ban, the
government will also ex-
plain to the Igcnplo_ the activ-
Ities of the missionary
movement so that they (the
people) are not further con-
fused. . .

“Many Muslims are still
influenced by Argam teach-
ings, believing that what is
being taught by them is
b on [damic teachings.
If wc let this continue, the
people wilt be further con-
fused.”

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment would also not hes-
itate to take the necessary
action against the move-
ment if it continued with its
deviationist teachings.

The Prime Minister had
chaired the 35th meeting of
the National Islamic Reli-
gious Affairs Council at his
office here earlier in the
day.

The meeting discussed,
among other things, mea-
sures to further strengthen
Islamic unity in the coun-
try. The missionary activi-
ties of the Darul ~ Argam
movement were also dis-
cussed.

The Darul Argam prob-
lem was among iIssues dis-
cussed at the 35th National
Religious Council meetin
at the Prime Minister's Of-

fice.

Dr Mahathir chaired the
meeting, which also dis-
cussed steps to strengthen
unity in the Isamic commu-
nity and missionary activi-
ties. ]

A statement by the Prime
Minister's Office said the
council endorsed the vari-
ous actions taken by the
Government to lorge unity
and reduce confusion
among Muslims.

The meeting also dis-
cussed Wa?/s to upgrade the
progress of the Islamic com-
munity.
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