
PM: Self-styled
ulamak have
‘hurt’ religion

KUALA LUMPUR,  F r i .
Datuk Seri I)r Mahathir Mo-
hamad  wants Muslim think-
w-s to esaminc  decnlv  Islam-
IC thought and ci;ijisation
In the light of today’s varied
intctrprc~tatjorls  on the rcli-
goon made by different types

The Primr Minister said
wlf-styled ulamnk have rc-
duwd Islam and the Mus-
lims to an inferior status,
adding that before the triter--�
prctations  and teachings of
thew  ulamak. the Muslims
wew the most successful
people in the world.

Muslims were also given
~~onflictlng  ~f7mrr.s  (rulings)
by some  of these u l a m n k
anti ttw matter has becornr%
more  c~ornpl~c~atorl  \vhf>n
schf~i:~rs  anti pretenders al-
it~wcfl their own vested in
tcrrrts  or those of their pa-
t r o n s  t o  Influcnw  their
thinkmg.

I)r Mahathir sad t h i s
1 when he optmc~fi  the Interna-

tlonal Institutr  o f  Islamif
Thought  and  Civilisation
(1st~) here.

“As a result. the single
religmn  of Islam that was
brought by the Prophet a(:-
quired different and frc:~
quently conllicting i n t e r -
pretations. Different groups
of Muslims. who helicved
and worshipped in diffvrcnt

ways, emerged.”
“The Syiahs, the Sunnis,

the Khawarij and Druzes
and numerous divisions ap-
peared in the Muslim world
only to he divided further by
the interpretations of differ-
ent imams from each group
at different times _.. Islam
had become many religions
with many different prac-
tices and beliefs.”

Many of the teachings and
interm-etations  of Islam as
made’hy some of the ulamak
and believed to be sacro-
sanct are clearly damaging
to Islam and Muslims, he
said

In the early years of Islam
the religion tias acknowl-
edged by all, the Muslims
and the non-Muslims, as a
great religion which con-
vrrtt~l  the nomadic .Jahil-
liah Arabs into a great peo-
ple with achievements not
only in the spread of the
great teachings of Islam but
in all fields of knowledge.
the arts. the sciences, medi-
cine and astronomy.

In other words, Islam con-
verted a backward people
into the founders of the
greatest civilisation of all
time.

The Prime Minister said:
“If today Islam and the Mus-
lims are reduced to depend-
ing on others for their skills

and knowledge and even
their own defences,  if today
Muslims are forced to grovel
at the feet of their enemies,
helpless even to resolve the
problem of the Zionists, it is
not because of Islam but the
interpretations of Islam by
the frequently self-styled
ulamak, who emerged after
the golden days of Islamic
glory.

“It is these ulamak with
their rigidity, their belief
that this world is not for the
Muslims, that the most im-
portant expression of iman
is continuous rituals of obei-
sance to Allah, that what is
sunnat and therefore is op-
tional must he considered as
ufujib  (compulsory); it is

knowledge the miserable
state of the Muslims and

these people who have re-
duced Islam’%d  the @&lG
lims to the inferior status
that  they are now.”

“This is the risk you take.
A, risk far .Sess,  Lhan that
taken by the-Prophet  when
he undertook to preach IS-
km. Of course you are ordi-

Dr Ma
ering of

2Faa+rnoqais.

is in this kind of Musiim
wrong. Nor tiiF41,oYnha!~

world that the thinkers are
the protection accorded by

required to examine Islamic
Allah S.W.T.  to the Prophet.

thought and civilisation. “But the deviation in

“You can choose not to
teachings of Islam and the
sad plight of Islam and the

disturb the status quo to Muslims resulting from
avoid controversy, to play some of the present inter-
safe. But if you do that, you pretations and teachings rc-
cannot he doing any think- quire that someone accepts
ing and cannot be called the risk, someone commit-
thinkers. ted enough to Islam to set

“Only if you choose to aside personal  consider-
think, to enquire, to ac- ation.”

Islam, to reason and to criti-
cise the accepted interpreta-
zFnskof ;h;drell@on, to de-

to r e a c h
conclusions which in the
context of present practice
may sound radical or even
heretical and to declare
your stand, only then would
you have Justified the role
that you and the institute
are required to play.

“I would like to warn you
that if you dare to be honest,
you will he charged with
being heretical by those
who have accepted the pre-
sent teachings and prac-
tices.
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