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change i ts phil.osophy  and adm.i.t  more non-Chinese students, Prime Minister
Datuk Sex-i Dr Ma1~a’thi.r Mohamaql  s a i d  t o d a y .

He told reporters after- a TAR College convocation a-t Wisma MCA here,
that a  sl:udy shouI.cI  b e  rnr1de -to determine why not many non-Chinese entered
the col.‘Lege alt.lhoug1-1  it was open to al .1 communities.

Ear l ier , the Pr-j 111~ M.i hi s tet- presented certificat.es  and diplomas to 683
gradua  t es 0 f‘ f l-1 e c 0 3.1. C! g f!  .

SpeakiLng  a  I the Lunc: 1 i.on cur-l.i.cr  , he said the college phi losophy which
was formulated in the 1960s) had become outdated and needed to be changed.

+The government has no in-cention to force the college to do so. , , we
prefer voluntary c:Ifor-1:s and it  is  up to the college to decide its future,+
he i:ltltletl .

The MCA-sponsored  ~011  ‘! es<< in ,Jn:L.an  Genting  Kkiang here  has  about  8 ,000
s tuden t s . -.- Jlt~J~C!
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He said  the  ro1.e  oC the co:l.Ii.ege  should  be r,e,v.iewed  in  the  context  o f
changes experienced by t hc na t i.on’ .’ , . .

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir- said the establishment-of  the college in the
early days of  Mal.aysia’ s
commun  i. t y .

,i.,ndependence was to meet the demand of the Chinese

At that. .tirnc the Rum~puteras  were left *far behind ‘ in education and the
government had to take’ drast.+c steps to provide more educatiohhl
opportunities to them so that they could catch,up.,with  the other
communities . I .’ , ,

Racial feeling then was strong and the Chinese +educationists+  demanded
that a Chinese education system be implemented ‘b-y. the government for the
Chinese community although the move could jebp.Qrdise  racial unity in
Malaysia,  he added.

The Prime Minister said the Chinese extremists then. had demanded for
the setting up of a Chinese. university , and the establishment of the TAR
College was a -i-solution+  chosen by the government in line with the
situat:i.on at  that  time.
-,- more
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be s a i d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  h i g h e r  s t u d i e s  for.non-Bumiputeras  had .
increased both :Loca.ll.y  and overs$as  and more ‘students could get higher
educat  .ion i:, t a :Lower  cost  .

DatAI& Seri Dr Mahathir said in view of the increased educational
op6Jor  I.un.i.  t i.es one might ask whether there was a need for the TAR College to
ma’intai.11  its excl.usivity  and original a p p r o a c h . ’ . .

He said ‘the government was sti.l.1 giving more  opport.unities  to
Bumiputeras to enter un:ivers:ties  and i.nsti;t;utions,of  higher learning
because the number of 131.1mi.pl_l.teril  professionals was ‘still small. -- more
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I-le s a i d  a1.I1houcjh  I:hc: i~ov(.~r‘ri~nen~  p r o v i d e d  a  l o t  o f  schol.arships  to

13umipui  eras , t he i r filli~lb e I' Ov <: 1'3 C ;:I :i was only 15 per cent pf the  tota l
Malaysian si:uclen.ts  .there.

I% t.uk Scr-i. l>l- Maha’t1l.i  r , w h o  is 1:he  f irst  Prime Minister to attend the
c o l l e g e  conv0cati011, sa.ic:l  .the government needed a more meaningful
cooper-at ion from non-Di.Jrnip~l.teI--as i.n efforts to implement the National
Development Policy (NDP ) , aimed  at enhancing the performance of  Bumiputeras
in t - h e  e c o n o m i c  fi.e!.ci.

kie  said the e c o n o m i c :  colic  w a s expected  to’krow eight times by the year
i.‘.Q)?@  i~r~d Ih(: (1 i !41 i’ib\ib i 011 0P wc:i.r‘l 1.1~ among  the  var ious  communit ies  Should  be
l‘il i 1” 1 0 I*CdiJC:C:  f:llC (:(:C)I1OI11 i.(: :{il].j IllllOll~j tllelll.

+‘I 11 ! \I(! y (! ?A r :!.H'i\v) k1.l~: r;lc.i 3'1 i h;fr;\lc  should become irrel.cvanl: b e c a u s e  a l l
i II~! (:(‘~11111l~i~~  i I ii::3 wc')\l Itl I)<:  dOIt:  10 c:rjlll[)c!  t(! in the economic race without
II;III(~~c:;I~,  \‘llc: i~tI(It:cI. ‘I- IIHII‘(:
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.The Pr.i.me  M i n i s t e r  sa.i.d in ,the y e a r  2 0 2 0 , the MAlaysian nation would
have i ts own ideni-i.ty  which  would not  re f lect  the  ident i ty  o f  the  or ig inal
cotilitry of any community .

+- So is there a need for -i-he TAR Col lege  to ma,intain  i ts  present
phi .  .2oso~)hy-1-  , hc:!  asked , atlc.l.i.n:j  I tit.1 1- cur-r-en-t  developments required the
co1 l.eg(:  to chan:je its ;-1pprc)i~ch. . :

He a l s o  sii i.cl  i:ha t tlic: government  w o u l d  a3.idw f;qreign universi%.ies  t o
Set \Jp CtJillp\ls;eS i.12 t1.1 i.S (;O\.ln t rgi
hi gher educa  t ion .

iw enable more’ ,l.oc,~J people to pursue
4 ,'

'Three Or I'ot~r; llnivers  i. t- .ies .i ln -I he Uni t e d  Kingddm a n d  J a p a n  h a d
Submi. 1: ted t h e i r  pr’oposa:l  r-i ‘f’or‘ such CaIIIpuses  , he s a i d .

Negot iat ions  on  1.he  matter WC):J:Ld be held as soon’as possible.
Malaysia,  he said, was unabl.e to set up more Giversities dye to

short.age of  academic staff . I I

A total  o f  1 ,537 grad\lntes r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  ce.riiFicates  ani dip.tomas
from Datuk Seri Dr Mahat.1~i.r and I~II~I-I Resources’ “Mi’n’ister  Datuk Lim Ah Lek.

‘Present at the ceremony were Transport Minister,‘Datuk  Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik, Health Minister Datuk Lee Kim Sais and Ministe’r for f-Iousing  and
iocal Governmen~t: D r  Ting C h e w  P e h  _ -- Bernama”‘
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