‘It should review policies
to keep pace with change’

PM: TAR
Col | ege
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needs a
re-think

By Robert Goh

Dr Mahathir saic this at
the college's convocation at
Wisma MCA today. The
Prime Minister, who was
dressed in his own Universi-
ty of Maaya grapuation
gown, Pr@ented diplomas
and certificates to many of
the 683 graduands.

Also present. were TAR
College’ council chairman
and MCA president Datuk

Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, who
is aso Transport Minister,
and other MCA Ministers

At tﬁe Eeginning of his
adidiress, DDrMMahatiir said
that by attending the convo-
cation” he became the first
Prime Minister to have done
0, and this was to assess
TAR College's role in the
national education system.

ON PAGE TWO Dr Mahathir wondered
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. —
Tunku Abdul Rahman Col-
lege needs to review its role
in the light of current and
future changes in the coun-
try, with particular empha-
sson jts philosophy of ex-
clusivity, Datuk ~ Seri Dr
!\j/lahathw Mohamad said to-
ajll'he Prime Minister said
the college’'s philosophy.
drawn up in the 1960s. was
now out of date and needed
to he reviewed and altered.
_ “The Government has no
intention to force the col-
lege in this matter. It prefers
thé move to be made volun-
tariiy. It isup to the college
to determine its future.”

] COLLEGE WANTS TO ADMIT MORE
STUDENTS FROM OTHER COMMUNITIES

CJFOREIGN VARSITIES CAN HAVE
CAMPUSES HERE, SAYS P.M.

sures to provide them with
as much opportunities to
help them catch up with
other communities,
Quotas were given to
them to enter local univers-
ties and institutions of high-
er learning. This gave the
impression that the educa
tional interests of the other
communities had ne-
glected. .
Moreover. at that time,
there were not many Gppor-
tunities to studv abran the

centage of Bumiputera pro-
fessionals is still insuffi-
cient compared to the
Bumiputera population at
large, he said.

at is why the Govern-
ment still néeded to give
more opportunities to”the
Bumiputéeras. The quotasin
universities and institu-
tions such as the Mara Ingti-
tute of Technology were
tstéil important and” essen-
ial.

The Prime Minister said

whether the college would
maintain 1ts philosophy In
the light of Vision 2020." The
changes taking place in the
country should compd the
college-to change its views,
more so with the obiectives
of Vision 2020 in mind.

. The college was estab-
lished on the insistence of
the country’ s Chinese com-
munity inthe early years of
Malaysia’s Independence.
At that time, the differences
in achievements among the
various communities were
obvious, he said.

. The Bumiputera commu-
nity had been left behind in
the field of education, so
much so that the Govern-
ment had to take firm mea-

Prime Minister said, adding
that the number of Malay
sian students abroad was
limited.

“This gave rise to calls for
a special institution for the
Chinese community. It can-
not _be denied that racial
fedlings at that time were
strong and there were Chi-
nese” educationists who
wanted a Chinese education

stem to be implemented
by the Government even
though this would under-
mine raciat unity - m the

coyntr%/. .

~ “Infact. Chinese extrem-
ists at that time pressed for
the establishment of a Chi-

nese unlvers,g}\;i.’r’l

The establi ent of TAR
College was the solution
chosen by the Government
then, as the /
felt to be mogt appropriate
for the conditions at that
time, when relations, be-
tween the communities
were so tense that they ex-
pl(()jded in the May 13"inci-

proach was

ent.

But 20 years have since
f\)/lm and conditions in
Vialaysia have changed
since then.

Even though the New
Economic Policy (NEP) has
succeeded in improving Bu-
miputera achievements, the

Sition of the non-Bumipu-
eras have actualy snown
more improvement.

At this point in time, Bu-
miputera achievements in
the field of education are
still lagging and the per-

that educationa facilities
for non-Bumiputeras had in-
Cres because of their
ability and wider agpportum-
ties to study abroad.

Though the Government

ave many scholarships to

umiputeras, they onl
comprise 15 cent of
Malaysian students over-
seas, and this affected ef-
forts to balance the number
of, Bumiputera and non-Bu-
miputera students.

He aso said non-govern-
mental educationd institu-
tions had increased and that
twinning progranmes with
foreign universities had al-
lowed many citizens to ob-
tain higher education in an
easier and cheaper way.

Moreover, to further re-
duce these costs, the Gov-
ernment would alow for-
eign universities to set Up
local campuses. )

“This is the scenario to-
d%' The question that has
toberaised is — what isthe
role of TAR College? Isthe
exclusivity and “the ap-
proach It practises still refe-
vant?’

He asked whether non-
Bumiputeras still har-
boured doubts about_ their
future and their sharein the
nation's progress,

If all communities made a
success of development
plans, the question of race
would become Trrelevant &
cause each community
would be .able to compete
without handicaps.
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