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KUALA LUMPUR, Oct 7 Berna{/rra) - - Qa_l aysia feels that environmentalists in
devel oped countries who have voluntarily staged denonstrations over
environmental issues should help to check forest fires in this region.

Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today the groups
concerned should volunteer to curb forest fires as they had demonstrated oves
tinber extraction. o . .

+W nust remenber that we never invited people to denonstrate in Ml aysia
regarding our forest but they cane. _ ,

+So i f they are willing to volunteer in that way, they Shoul d al so volunte:
to send water bonber, clouds seeder and heavy equipment (to check forest fir
wi thout any request,+ he told a press conference after opening the 23rd Aseas
Economc Mnisters Meeting here. . _ .

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir was elaborating on his'statenent, nmade when opening
the meeting, that forest fires had caused the haze affecting the region and
brought nore environnental danmage than controlled extraction of tinber. --

He also said environmental canpaigns agai nst devel oping countries had
nothing to do with the environment but were nere extension of the +days of tI
col oni alism- over devel oping countries. : _

+We're doing our best for the environment and | think we should get some
recognition,+ he added. ’

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir also hoped that Asean would adopt a common stand
agai nst environnental canpaigns at the asean summt in Singapore nextdanuar
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