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Asean must c,o-ordinate its 
efforts to countt)r cam 
paigns initlatrd by SO~(~ 
groups usmg rnvironmen- 
tal issues to obstruct the 
economic growth of dc\el- 
aping countries. I):ttuk Scri 
IJduAdk hlotl~rnl;id said I I 

totklv. 

Ttw Pnnw Minlstor s:iitl 
ttns Could I)? ticlllr~ thl’ougtl 
an information campaign at 
the international level, and 
by adopting a common 
stand on environmental is- 
sues. 

This would involve finan- 
cial back-ups. The price for 
not doing it now would be 
much higher later. 

Dr Mahathir said this 
when he declared open the 
23rd Asean Economic Minis- 
ters’ Meeting here today. 

He said: “Environmental 
issues have lately come to 
the fore to join other eco- 
nomic and trade issues 
which already burden 
Asean economies. 1 have 
spoken at length on these 
issues in other forums and 
have pointed out the dan- 
gers of using them as lever- 
age in trade negotiations. 

“This problem can only be 
solved by co-operation be- 
tween developed and devel- 
oping countries and not 
through confrontational 
campaigns by some groups. 
We in Asean can no longer 
remain passive and indiffer- 
ent to these campaigns. hop 
ing that they will in time 
fizzle away. 

“They have assumed seri- 
ous proportions and are be- 
ing used to obstruct the eco- 
nomic growth of the 
developing countries.” 

The campaign promoters, 
which includes non-govern- 
mental organisations 
(NGOs), have enormous IX’- 
sources and the support of 

;tgds;-called free Western 

Asean was not uncon- 
cerned about environmen- 
tal pollution, but its capabil- 
itv to deal with it was 
limited. 

Therefore, the developed 
countries should have a 
more positive approach 
rather than threaten to use 
tra&> and aid as instru- 
ments to force Asean into 
doing things which would 
retard the growth of its 
economy and the well-being 
of its people. 

He cited the case of the 
current forest fires which 
have cast a thick haze over 

using environmental issues 
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the region. Forest fires were 
more damaging than the 
controlled extraction of tim- 
ber. 

“But whereas the whole 
world is in a state of uproar 
over our extraction of tropi- 
cal timber and threatens to 
boycott our produce and de- 
stroy our economies, there 
is not a squeak about the 
forest fires which periodi- 
cally plague us. 

“Perhaps it is because the 
haze does not spread to their 
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countries. Perhaps it is be- 
cause they cannot sound no- 
ble as they do when they 
champion the Penans. 

“There is much that is 
positive that the rich coun- 
tries of the north can do 
about our forest fires. They 
can mount emergency oper- 
ations to put out the fires. 
They can fly their massive 
fleets of water-bombers to 
dump water on the fires. 
They can provide heavy 
equipment and pay for the 
cutting and removal of trees 
to create fire-breaks. 

“They can do massive 
cloud-seeding to create rain. 
Indeed with their ingenuity 
and wealth, they can put out 
our fires as they extinguish 
the oil-well fires in Kuwait 
with such handsome profits. 

“But as we all know none 
of these things are happen- 
ing. There is not a word 
from the environmentalists 
of the north or their proxies 
locallv. 

“On this and other issues 
and attempts to link non- 

trade matters to trade, 
Asean must speak with one 
voice and put forth our case 
with vigour. Individually 
we will be victims of the 
global campaigns now being 
.mounted to make us perma- 
nent developing countries. 

“United we stand a rea- 
sonable chance. Allied with 
other neighbours our 
chances become even bet- 
ter.” 

Speaking to newsmen lat- 
er, Dr Mahathir suggested 
that Western environmen- 
talists volunteer to put out 
the forest fires, noting that 
experts in some Western 
countries had been able to 
put out the oil fires in Ku- 
wait after the Gulf War. 

The Prime Minister was 
asked by a Western juurnal- 
ist whether requests had 
been made to Western coun: 
tries for help in containing 
the present fires. 

Dr Mahathir said no re- 
quests had been made for 
such assistance, but no re- 
quests had been made either 
for the groups to come to 
Malaysia (to agitate on envi- 
ronmental issues). 
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