Functions more
Impoxtant than

name, says Dr

By Robert Goh

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. —
Changing the name of the
propo. East Asia Eco-
nomic Group. (EAEG) to
that of East Asia Economic
Caucus (EAEC) is not im-
ortant, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
athir Mohamad said, add-
Ing what It does is.
he Prime Minister,
asked to comment on the
devsion. made by Asean
Economic Minister's on the
matter, said: “A rose by an
other nameisjust as sweet.
What' simportant iswhat it
does, rather than its name.”
Dr Mahathir, speaking to
newsmen after openingthe
Commonwealth Finance
Mlnlsteashmeetlng heret rt]gt
ay, sald ne was Nappy
thé Ministers had reached
consensus on the proposal..
In_their ioint communi-
Eue issued yesterday, Asean
conomic Ministers had en-
dorsed the Malaysian pro-
posal but had decided to

change its name to EAEC to
clear the misinterpretation
among some quarters who
felt that the EAEG was to be
atrade bloc on a structured

entltg{ .

Asked if the EAEC was
going to be different from its
original form. Dr Mahathir
replied that this depended
on one's interpretation.

He said: “Our concept was
not for it to be a structured
grouping with a formal sec-
fetariat to formulate voli-
cies. It was to be a forum for

ast Asian countries to
meet whenever the need
arose, to discuss interna-
tional issues and to defend
free trade,” . )

“The idea is for those in
the group who_are less de
veloped to be given help by
othersin the group who are
more developed. 1t is only
when they are develcged
and prosperous that they

O PLEASE TURN TO
PAGE 4, COL 7

N Asean heads

expected to

gndorse,

U FROM PAGE ONE
can become a good market

within their. grouping,” he i

ded.

Asked whether the Eco-
nomic Ministers_endorse-
ment on the EAEC would
trigger a rally from some
countries to_join_the caucus,
Dr Mahathir said that this
was difficult to anticipate
but it was obvious now that
there was a need to explain
the concept to some coun-
tries which were till reluc-
tant to join.

As’fal\}lleetH'eads OfSi Govern-
men ing in Singapore
scheduled i n%anuary%qspex-
pected to endorse the EAEC
concept. i

Asked whether he il
wanted Japan to lead the
caucus, the Prime Minister
sad: “I can't remember say-
ing that Japan should be the
leader but | do remember
wanting Japan to become a
member.”

In the absence of a leader,
Dr Mahathir said that some-
body could be chosen as a
spokesman for the caucus
and that he might very well
come from a small country,
provided that the spokes-
man speaks out the feelings
of caucus members.

Dr Mahathir was also
asked to €laborate on what
he meant by arm thstjgg,
and whether”he was subject-
ed to such tactic for speak-
ing frankly on sensitive sub-

€Cts.

: He said Malaysia had
been subjected to “a little
bit of arm-twisting here and
there’ by certain countries.
“You don't seeit but we fedl

the pain,” Dr Mahathir told
the foreign journaist who

EAEC

-aised the question.

Asked how Malaysiawas
being Preﬁsured for speak-
mg;, out, he said he was not
at Tiberty to do so because it
affected certain countries
vhich he declined to name.

In his h, the Prime
dinister had said that if
reedom of h was being
sspoused, then a countr
should be allowed to spe
ts mind. without punitive
iction_being taken against it
when it did'so. | )

In Tokyo, a senior Foreign
Ministry officid indicated
:oday_ Japan had softened its
Jposition toward the idea of
forming an East Asian Eco-
nomic Group.

The source was referring
to yesterday’s decision hy
the” Economic Ministers of
the Asean to endorse the
formation of an EAEC that
would idedly include Ja
pan, Bernama' reports.

“The discussions now. ap-
pear to be OProceedlng ina
positive_direction,” the
source said.

He noted that Japan
“could not go aong 100 per
cent” with the o;%lgjmal pro-
posal of Dr Mahathir for an
EAEG.

~Japan had taken a cau-
tious attitude toward Dr Ma-
hathir’ s proposal because it
did not include memberslng
for the United States, whic
ed Washington to strongly
?ppose the group’s formar
ion.

The source suggested that
the formula endorsed by the
Asean Economic Ministers
in Kuaa Lumpur had been
revised, but he said the For-
eign Ministry was hot E/et
aware of aresolution to the
US membership problem.
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