
‘FIND BEST WAYS TO CONTINUE ASSISTANCE’ 

Set 

aid 
By HARDEV KAUR 
MALAYSIA has called Q r a tri- 
partite group, comprising the 
donor, recipient and a third par- 
ty, to be set up to study how best 
aid can be continued to be pro- 
vided. Aid should not be simply 
held back “because of alleged 
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and a;d agenc&s must actively 
provide guidance and help. Debt- 
ors, on their part, must accept 
such assistance. 

“The debtors and recipients of 
aid must also acknowledge the 
need to accept reasonable ac- ,. -- breaches of human rights or tions. No one will help if that 

whatever,” Prime Minister_@__help is going to be frittered awav 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
&Id. 

or to be-used to oppress (the pe& 
ple) or to sustain authoritarian 
rule,” he said. In making the call, Datuk Seri, 

Dr Mahathir suggested that 
ways he found to ensure that as- 
sistance is continued while keep 
ing “breaches of human rights” 
in check. 

He acknowledged that there 
may be political reasons for cer- 
tain cases of recalcitrance on 
the part of debtors but this 
should not be simply condemned. 
Instead they should be studied 
and solutions found, he said. 

Opening the Commonwealth 
Finance Ministers meeting in 
Kuala Lumnur vesterdav. the 
Prime Minister said that &e re- 
structuring of debts cannot be 
resolved by merely asking the 
debtors to practise thrift and put 
qff development. The lenders 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said 
the linkages made between 
trade and aid with the democrat- 
ic practices of a country should 
not be selective. “Friends or foes 
should not count. It would be a 
mockery and a farce if friends 
can get away with dictatorships 
and oppressions while those who 
are not friendly and given to 
plain speaking are subjected to 
pressures.” 

He said aid and trade are two 
issues of cokern to all finance 
ministers. Even the rich coun- 
tries which need no aid have to 
manage their finances well if 
they are to remain prosperous. 
“So let us not be too ready to con- 
demn failure and to apply sanc- 
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workers rights, and environmental 
protection there should not be pro- 
tectionism and reeulated trade. 

While democracy is great, the 
Prime Minister hastened to point 
out, “it is not absolutely perfect.” 
For it “to work the people as a 
whole must understand how it 
works, how to make it work, how to 
be wary of its imperfections and 
how to handle them.” 

“The people as a whole, the politi- 
cal parties, the oppositions, the 
NGOs and the pressure groups - 
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tions, but instead let us help each 
other,” Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
added. 

The Priie Minister said fi- 
nance ministers of the Common- 
wealth and other economic min- 
isters can help each other to 
upgrade their skills and learn 
approaches of, sound financial 
management. 

He added that wealth can be 
squandered in no time but “skills 
can sustain wealth and make it 
grow.” Malaysia, he said, be- 
lieves in learning from others 
and this is the basis of the Look 
East policy and “not because we 
want to be a colony of Japan.” 

The Prime Minister urged the 

Commonwealth finance minis- 
ters not to just go along with the 
World Bank “which is about to 
insist on new conditionalities for 
aid and loans” adding that as a 
group they should appreciate the 
difficulties of the weak, the re- 
cipients of aid and the debtors. 

He said if the Commonwealth 
countries work together in con- 
cert, decide on common stands 
at their meetings “during which 
the weak members can be heard, 
then it may be possible for the 
Commonwealth as a group or its 
stronger members to lend 
weight to the arguments and 
pleas of the weak.” 

The need for the weak to be 
heard has assumed greater ur- 
gency in view of the move to link 
aid and trade to democracy, to 
human rights, to workers rights 
and to environmental issues. 

Commonealth fi.iance minis- 
ters must be committed to free 
trade, the Prime Minister said, 
stressing that where lhere are no 
breaches of freedom, democrat- 

human rights, 
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‘they must all understand the work- 
ings and the limitations of democra- 
cy,” he said. 

He also hailed the “glorious 
counter revolution”, the death of 
communism and the spread of de 
mocracy, and the adoption of the 
free market regime all over the 
world, but said the initial fruits of 
the development are not the expect- 
ed wealth and prosperity or even of 
stability and freedom from fear. 

There is, in fact, increasing pov- 

erty and econbmic chaos, political 
instability and civil wars, deaths 
and destru&ion in Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Republics. 

Despite all this, the Prime Minis- 
ter told his audience “we must not 
be disheartened... we should ac-. 
knowledge them and be more cau- 
tious and circumspect before we 
link aid with trade... twist arms in 
order to force democracy and all 
the other noble ideas and concepts 
down everyone’s throats.” 
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