LOUDER VOICE
FOR.THE WEAK

K;JAL?§ LMT ‘l‘ﬂ? &:ommonwealth must

wark in concert and adopt common stands so that
the weaker members can be heard, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said yesterday.

“ i odies should be attended by
all the countries of the world.

“But there is such great disparity between the
powers wielded by the world forums that small
countries were often ignored and their interests rel-
egated to the background.

“However, if the Commonwealth countries work
in concert, decide on common stands at meetings at
which the weak members had made their- voices
heard, it may be possible for the Commonwealth as
a group or for the stronger members of the Com-
monwealth to lend weight to the arguments and
pleas of the weak.

“The need for the weak to be heard is much more
urgent now for we hear talk of linking aid and trade
to democracy, to human rights, to workers’ rights

The need for the weak to be heard

is much more urgent now for we
hear talk of linking aid and trade to de-
mocracy, to human rights, to
workers’ rights and to the environ-
-ment.

and to the environment,” he said when opening the
Commonwealth Finance Ministers Meeting. *

More than 200 delegates from 46 countries are
attending the three-day meeting at the PWTC. ..

The Prime Minister said Malaysia was all for'de-
mocracy, the protection of human rights and work-
ers’ rights, press freedom and keeping the environ-
ment unpolluted.
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_Howevei, be said that acceptance of all these no-

beﬁ,p’grmcmas could not always guarantee the weli-

and prosperity of peoples and nations.
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system the world over.

“Rut it wonld be naive of us to fail to see that tha.
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initial fruits of the espousal of democracy and the

free market are not the expected wealth and proe-

perity, or even of stability and freedom from fear.”

He said that in the countries of the Soviet Union
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Hé saiﬂ that wlnle one must not be disheartened
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0oy tnese, “we musi be more cautious and circum-
spect before we lmk aid and trade.”
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He said that for democracy to work, the people
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and how to handle them.

as
a whole must understand how it worked, how to:
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“It is not just governments which must practise
democracy. The people as a whole, the political par-
ties, the opposition, the NGOs (non-govemmental
organisations) and the pressure groups — they must
all understand the workings and ‘the limitations to

democracy.”
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‘zeal we destroy the very
people we wish to help.”
Dr Mahathir also said
that whether a country
prospered depended on

haow manay wac cnant an
NoW Money was spent and

invested.
Even rich countries had
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well, he said.

“So let us not be too
ready to condemn failure
and to apply sanctions,
but instead let us help
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dev1sed the Look East pol-
icy not because we want
to be a colony of Japan
but because we feel we
can learn from how Japan
managed to emerge from
a most devastating war,
including destruction by

atom bhomhes to hecaome
atgm o°o0mos, ¢ Decome

the greatest economic

_power.’

Dr Mahathir said a sim- .
plistic approach to solv-
ing the problem of distri-
bution of wealth and the
wide gaps between the
rich and the poor would
appear to be to give ev-
eryone equal opportuni-
ties and let them achieve
their own levels.

He said that while this
was very democratic,
“equal opportunities do
not give equal results.”

“So, in a world so enam-
oured with democracy
and equahty, let us re-
member that Hdﬂulhdyb,
that is, positive discrimi-

mation or affirmativa ac-
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tion are still necessary in
order to be equal,” he
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