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MAHATHIR UNDERSTAND THE TRUE CONCEPT OF DEMOCGRACY.
Mahathir-Umno . 'S S , |
on ‘ \ nt +tnule § D M lf'h-"r‘
KUALA LUMPUR, Oct 11, (Bernama) ~- Umno President Datuk Sgri Dr Mahathir,
Mohamad tonlght urged the party's leaders to understand the. trug concgpt of
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democracu to ensure that the party remained strong.
He said Umno would suffer each time there wds’ partg electlon if the
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principles of democracy were not understood as the losers wuu;u 6¢LHLF
leave the party or refuse to support the new leaders. ‘

+We need the support of the entire party, and not oniy of those wno win
the elections, to preserve the unity of the partg ,+ he 'said when speaklng
at the Unno Kota Baru Division's Unity nght hercL, 2

He said there was a spilt in the party as there were: certaln groups who
did not understand the true meaning of democracy. and who-even went to the
extent of taking the party to court as they did not want to accept the
wishes,of party members. _

- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, who is Kelantan Umno s Liason chlef ,reminded
paxty leaders at all levels not to look upon their posts as personal
privileges to the extent of refuslnq to accept the 1eadersh1p of others. -
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On the Umno Supreme Council elections scheduled for 1993, he said !
contests for posts could be held provided unity within the post4elect10n

line-up of leaders remained strong. |
The Prime MIniste
i

' said he was aware
begun campaigning including emp: ing
leaders.

; He said partg'members should also study the reasons why the party lost
1n Relantan during the last general elections to ensure that the situation
did not reneat itéel s ) ' '
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+If we do not study the reasons why we loSt we w111 continue to 1ose
and continue 1o blame others for the defeat ‘without realising our own
mistakes. Umno's defeat is because of Umno itself,+ he said.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said he regretted the defeat of Kelantan Umno in
the two recent by-elections in the state as certaln groups within the party
who had their own interests at heart and reIused to - support the party s
candidates. —-- more
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He was sad that some UMNO members in Kelantan . refused to accept the
leadership of local peoplc that he had to take over as head of the state
UMNO.

+1 took over the post as an emexgency measure and I do not want to! hold
on to.it forever,+ he added. ;

" Meanwhile, the head of Kota Baharu UMNO division,.Tengku Ahmad ‘
Rithauddeen said the function was held to reunité'the-members in the.
division. a%

The function was also attended by Datuk Serl Datln Paduka Siti Hasmah

Mohamed Ali and Melaka Chief Minister Tan Sti Rah1m Tnambu Chlk.

--Bernama (RN ;
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