
I-IARARE , ‘71Oc.t 16, (BCrilanr;3) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir MohameA  today lashed
out at the I3ri.tish ~~ii~C~?ldC~lSl  incj Corporation mC) for suggesting that
Commonwealth countr~i.1:~  which do not live up to BBC’s definition of
clemocracy , opt out of the organisation. OWQPC fit

-11  t .is q u i t e  a, prc2posa.l.,  + hc sai.d, c
*

in that it would mean hat the
Coln~i~on~Yeal.th  of toclay would not exist and that the organisation should
r.e~;crt  to l.he liincl of C~jll~~llo~-~u!ealt~~  in which there -were. five members --
Liritain,  CtinZ4Cli3, A u s t r a l i a , South Africa and New Zealand:

+1 felt- that i 1: i s a li.ttle bit racist on the part of the BBC, but then
one is not: surprised wher?  “ihe BBC suggests this kind of Commonwealth, + he
‘told newsmen after at tending a breakfast meeting of the CommOnwealth  Sports
Federation .

T h e  inee t ing w a s  a1.so at t  eriilec1 by the heads of government of Australia
and other count ri.es int crested in hosting the 1998 Commonwealth Games. --
illc:, t-e
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The Prime Mi.nister was Lnterviewed  by phone by the BBC Tuesday night
and among other thi.ngs, 11~ sai.d, .thc BBC charged that Malaysia was not
clemoc rat ic ,

1-1’2  S?lid .thC? GBC SC~~?Jll~?(d -kc:, :hi.l-Jk that it had. .the right to draw up
conditions and rules ! 011 d~lliOCl~t3C~ and good g o v e r n m e n t  ) and if a
IIIelilber--co\.~r-ii:ry did not adhere to their conditions ,,..then it should stay out
o f  the Co~nll~onweas.t1-~. _-

l-0 the IXC , i.t seemed that .the majority of” the Commonwealth members did
not rcal1.y practice de~~c~cracy  or had good governments, singling out
Malaysia as one o-f th~!n!)  he added.

+We have to do a re-thinking (about Malaysia’s place) if the
Comln(:,nw~~aI.th  is exclusively for people who claim that they are the sole
practitioners of democracy and good government ,.-, b’esides subscribing to
hman r i g h t s ,  h e  sai.d..  -- more
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+Of course , i f  the  Colill~lo~~Wealt6  r e v e r t s  t o  the o l d  d o m i n i o n .  . . if it is

the RBC’  s wish, then how can we object , + he said.. ,,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir- said he’ did not think the BB?Z”s views were that

of the British government . .
+nut ) w h i l e  w e  apprecia to: .that  : i t  i s  not  the  Bri t ish  g,overnment  ‘s

views, we must also under-stand tha-t the BBC .has a world audience, and when
the BBC said that (about Malaysia) , it  is  bound to influence the people ’s
mind against countries li!te Malaysia ,+ he added.

Me recalled the time when some ‘American writers deicribed  Mala’ysia a s  *_
+a corrupt and totalitarian country+, it had cause a lot of American’.
inv’cs tors to shy away f i-ok Cylalaysia.

I-Ie .saicl Malaysia  agreed to accept the British draft in the High Level
kppraisal Group meeting Tuesday after they accepted the British explanation
of what they meant by good government and human rights.

+The explanation was acceptable to us because they, cited Haiti, for
example , as the kind of government they do .not consider, to be good
government , + tic addetl  , n o t i n g  tl1a.t they did not ii-lclude Malaysia in that
lisl:. - -  lmre I?
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In fact ) hc believed that t.he 1G?  heads o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  g r o u p  h a d
no cl:i.  f I‘err‘encccs  in per-i:c:pt  i on on what was meant  by good government, human
r i g h t s  a n d  d e m o c r a c y .  -.

81.1  t , the BBC singled out Malaysia as one of those countries that did
n o t  q u a l i f y  (in i t s ,def i.r-:i:l.  i.on) and that Malaysia detained people without
tr ia l  and so  on ,  hc: s&id,

He added : +Although T die! p o i n t  o u t that it is a British law which we
adopted , they SeelJlC?C!  t-0 thi.i?k that it was okay when the British  were ther.e
and .it is t?ot okay wherI  the Br i t i sh  were  not  there . 6

+I can I t understand this double standard, But then, we have to accept
the fact that this is the freedom of the press which, to the BBC, seems to
111Ca1-l  f r e e d o m  t o  ~twist  the I-1ews i.n a way that would blacken other people’s
names . t

Daluk Seri Dr Mnhathir  said it  would be a futile effort for him to have
the draft  of  the group reworded.  , -- inore
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-twe  Lll-KIcr-s~alKl  w h a t  i s meant by good government. But I am afraid we are
n o t  going to  be  let ofl‘.  . . t-her-e  are  going to b+,’ a lot of  campaigns by
i.nter-es t ccl parties  to ~r;slcct  sure that  the  CpmmonweaUh  w o u l d  ..take u p
sonlething  like this , + he added  .

__

Me said Malaysia r-er!lained in the Commonwea’ith  b e c a u s e  i t  s u b s c r i b e d  t o
the fundanlentals  of the ol.o,anisat  i o n .

+But  , we also believe tllat we are an independent an,d sovere ign  nat ion ,  .’
Zlild 21s i3l-l iilClegeIldellt COLUlt. r-y , we have the .rig,ht to govern thg way the
pe0pl.e want u s  t o  Qoverll  ) + he acldcd.

. . (

C~thc~r-wii.se, the governmtlr!  t- wo~.~ld not be elect  e-d ‘i*r;l  a free elect ion, he
s a i cl .

The Prime Minister dcscribcd his interview with the BBC as a one-sided
01-1~:  wherre  h e  ~.uas asked +:~k~;wedt- questions and where it seemecl  .that the B B C
o n l y  had t.he o b j e c t i v e  c,f i:)ointing out that Mal..ay,sia  was not a democractic
country and should +cl.el-in  up i. ts act + . -- more t ,
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M~~llath.ir.-RnC  h (  I.dSt ) Hiflr-Firc?

Ht! s&i (1 he had f 'irSt 10 I:istet-r  to the question by phone and then face
the car11erI‘a t 0 answer . The  .i.n-terviewer  , he’,said, did not know what his
a’nsWc!r  was and he h a d  t o  repeat it t h r o u g h  l-he phone ag&in’.

Di3tuk Seri I_%' Mahathir also said t h a t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  democrqcy , ’
. . . Chi71’1ged  with time and it was important that they had to be specific about-

it . .
Fcir- cxantple, Britain of 5‘69 or 100 years ago, would not qualify as a

de!llloc’racy  of  today ’ s clefini’tion.
+It is important  that WC! de f ine  the  bas ic  ru les  o f  democracy ,  and i f

anybody conforms .to these rules, then i t  should be considered as
clemocract ic  ,  f he added. -- Bemama
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