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HARARE,  Wed. - The Brit-
ish Broadcasting Corpora-
tion said many members of
the Commonwealth, includ-
ing Malaysia, do not seem to
have
told ta

ood governance, and
em to clean up their

job to stay in Government.
It named a lot of countries

whose performance was
contrary to good gover-
nance, Prime Minister Da-
kukdSs;~ Dr Mahathir MO a-

dn rd
This wat the impression

Dr Mahathir obtained from
a telephone interview with
the BBC last night.

Speaking to Malaysian
newsmen after attending a
working breakfast hosted
by the Commonwealth
Games Federation at the
Harare International Con-
ference Centre this morn-
ing, Dr Mahathir said the
BBC’s suggestion that these
countries “clean up” their
job would be quite a propos-

“They felt that unless we
clean up our job, we should
not be in the Government,”
Dr Mahathir said, adding
that the proposal would
mean that the Common
wealth would not exist as it
is today.

Instead, it would revert to
the kind of Commonwealth
when the members com-
prised only Britain, Canada,
Australia New Zealand and
South Africa.

Dr Mahathir said: “I felt
that it was a bit racist on the
.part  of the BBC.”

However, he was not sur-
prised when the BBC sug-
gested to have this kind of
Commonwealth. “They
seem to think they have a
right to draw up conditions
and rules and that if we
don’t fulfil or adhere to (the
rules) we should opt out,”
he said,

At this point, Dr Mahathir
said Malavsia believes in be-
ing in the Commonwealth
in the form it is today.

“But if the Common-
wealth is going to be exclu-
sively for people who claim
they are the sole practitio-
ners of democracy, good

a
overnance,  subscribe to
uman rights, then of

course we may have to re-
think.

“Of course if the Com-
monwealth reverts to the
old dominions . if that is
the wish, how can we ob-
j e c t ? ”

He said the BBC singled
out Malaysia as one of those

countries which do not qual-
ify because it detained peo-
ple without trial although “I
did point out that this is a
le$tish law which we adopt-

“But then they seem to
think that it was okay when
the British were there and

Definition
of the word
defflroHFJg

J

changes,
says Dr M
0 F@ii~&&&E

not okay when the British
are not there. I can’t under-
stand this double standard,”
the Prime Minister said.

But he was prepared to
accept that this was an ex-
pression of the freedom of
the Press and that the BBC
had the freedom to twist the
news in a way that will
blacken other people’s
name

Asked if the BBC reflected
the views of the British Gov-
ernment, Dr Mahathir said
he did not think so.

While Malaysia appreciat-
ed this, it must also be un-
derstood that the BBC had a
world audience, and that
what it says may influence
other people’s minds
against countries such as
Malaysia.

The Prime Minister also
r?ferred  to some American
writers who described Ma-
laysia as a corrupt and to-
talitarian country. This, he
said, had caused some
American investors to shy
away from Malaysia.

While this could be part of

,

Press freedom, one could
not avoid the fact that this
influences people adversely
against Malaysia, he said.

Dr Mahathir also spoke on
democracy, saying that Ma-
laysia had pointed out the
need to be ,very specific
about the meaning of de-
mocracy as the definition
changes,with  time.

The Prime Minister said:
“If we take Britain 100 years ’
ago, even 50 years ago, it
does not qualify as a democ-
racy as defined now.

“Similarly, one country’s
democracy is not the same
as another. So it is impor-
tant that we define the basic
rules . and then if anybody
conforms to those rules,
then we should consider
them democratic,”

Asked to comment on the
BBC interview, Dr Mahathir
felt that it was one-sided.

Explaining the interview
process, Dr Mahathir said
he had to hold the telephone
and listen to the question. ;
He then had to put down the
telephone and look into the
camera to answer the ques-
tion.
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