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MANY shibboleths
are being swept
away in this last
decade of the 20th

century. One is that coun-
tries should not interfere in
the internal affairs of anoth-
er.

The rule has long been
kept more in the breach
than in the observance.

Big powers have always
interfered in the affairs of
smaller countries and of
each other. South Africa has
long cxperientied inter-na-
tional interference - and
justifiablv  50.

Non-interference is no
longer a realistic proposi-
tion. Every day sovereignty
is being nibbled away in our
global village.

Human rights is one such
area, and Commonwealth
Ilon-govt~rnmrntal organi-
sations (NGOs)  h a v e  h a d
quite startling’ success in
pushing thctn on to the offi-
cial Hararc agenda.

However, it would be un-
fortunate if the impression

were to be given around the
world that human rights in
the  Commonweal th  are
worse than anywhere else.
They are not.

B y  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h
much of the non-Common-
wealth world, the record is
quite favourablc.

Commonwealth countries
hardly figured in a recent
Amnesty International list
of the world’s really bad of-
fenders.

If the Commonwealth ac-
quired a bad name for hu-
man rights, the blame main-
Iv lies with the Uganda of Idi
Amin,  w h o s e  Regime be-
came so notorious. Much
that happens in some Com-
monwealth countries is still
deplorable; the case of Sri
Lanka today is particularly
appalling. And the pcrsecu-
tion and harassment of jour-
nalists is showing few signs
of diminishing.

In matters of democracy.
Commonwealth countries
also have a better record
than those outside.

Only three countries now
have military rule Nige-
ria. Ghana and Lesotho ~~

and all three regimes seem
on the way out.

In the reshaping of the
C o m m o n w e a l t h  t a k i n g
place in Harare  - the new
British view is that the
Commonwealth is having a
rebirth ~ there is a renewed
desire to see it set an exam-
p l e  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e
phrases good governance
and good Government are
being rather freelv bandied
about.

Human rights are seen as
part of the package for bet-
ter democracy.

They do all hang together,
but the world may not be
readv for all that yet. We are
likely to hear strong notes
of caution from some Third
World countries during this
meeting.

A few have already been
sounded, most notably by
the influential and outspo-
ken Prime Minister of ?I;:
lavsia. B

speeches he has warned
against  “f inger-point ing
Third World bashing” and
said that while “we wel-

come the end of the Cold
War, we must admit to feel-
ing more vulnerable now”.

The eagerness to move
the world into good Govern
ment will need to be tern
pered.  The practical way
ahead for the Common-
wealth is increased election
observing and other assis-
tance in parliamentary gov-
erning.

The plan is to 4, up per-
manent observing machin-
ery in the Commonwealth
Secretariat. It will be very
necessary. With an observer
group going to Zambia for
the elections at the.end of
this month, another one go-
ing to Guyana at the end of
the year! and now Lesotho
request ing help with  a
much bigger operation in-
volving the transition frnm
military to civilian rule. the
demands are growing.

Not to mention the in-
creasing call for advice on
parliamentary procedures,
legislative drafting and the
many other forms of help
the Secretariat will be called
on to supervise. Gemini
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