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DEMOCRACY IN COMMONWEALTI UNDER ”iOSER SCRUTINY THIS TIME

Democracy

From RKuah Gun4 Cw <§i> Dy . WW,. Ove~5€ s’ +~

HARARE, Oct "@ "Bermama) -- Like the incessant beat ‘of the African
+tom-tom+ drums, the question of democracy, good government , human rights

and accountﬂbiltty will continue to r%verb erate around the World long after
the Commonweslth Summit Weve.

This is 50 because these issues arg‘901ng to pe tied to the question of
airdl and trade by the developed memberns,;such as Brltaln and Canada, which
made their stand loud and clear from dayone of _the Harare Summit .

The beat of these linkages had been‘sounded well before Harare when
major developed countries -- thernited{States, Japan and the European
Community -- told developing countriesto clean up their act or face
withdrawal of aid and trade. :

This drew a public cutcry from Tni‘d VVOHd Leaders who SaMIthe threat
as a high-handed attempt to impose a @ag of life on them, regardless “of
their unique problems. But, the move {byithe developed or donor countries
was not unexpected. -- more } i
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With the end of the C"Ix War and. the fétreat“of totalitarianism OFr
communism in the Soviet Union and Fdetern Europe, a 4ﬂJn|poIar world+ in
the words of Datul Serid H“ Mahathir had emerged.

Herein lies the dangcv‘ of the unchal’lenged power of the super powers
which could impose its system and will on. any developing or smaller states.
. Before the Cold War, the smaller c;tates would turn to- the Soviet Union
i.f they are spurned b y tht donor countries but now they have nowhere to
urn to.

Within the S@-member Commonwealth , made up of Britain and its former
colonies, idealslikedemccracy, good government, human rights and
accountability are theessence of their government though more than 80 per
cent of the members are sti1il’ ‘grappling with a crippling economy, political

nstabi. ity ancl, not least, a minimum standardof 1iving and human dignity.

Indian Prime Minister Narasimha Rao said India, the world’s largest
functional democracy. wouldfail if its people contlnued to live in dire
povoe rty and had no economi csecur ity ., -- nore
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He told the developed memhers of the Commonwealth that it was very well
for some of them to talk of democracy and human rights when many other
Conmonwealth countries were itrving to‘ralse the standard of living of: their
people. ; E :

Saving that +democracyt was alxchyw working in many Commonwealth
countries, he said they should not bpqnd too much time trying to deflne
democracy. S

Instead, the Commonwealth should pledgc itself to help overcome the
problems of its developing members where there were +great inadequacies+ in
their structures. i) [ 5

+Where will the developing countries go when democracy fails to deliver
the goods. Developing countries hawc.to}have their own philosophies of
progress,+ he argued. (o

In stark contrast, Prime Minister Brlan Mulroney of Canada spelled out
the stand of the ueUUWODHd oy donor countrle in no uncertain terms: Canada
could not subsidize repression and qtlffllng of democracy in Third World

countries. -- more
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He said good government did not modn forelgn styles but fundamental
principles of pluralism. Democracy was unmversal not western, and had to
be respected, a view sharcd by Prime Mlnister John Major of Britain.

Noting that the Commonwealth had bpcnt the last 33 years fighting
apartheid in South Africa”at the expe ense of economic deveélopment of its
people, he said the member countries %hould ‘how channel their resources to
improve the lives of their people dnd champion the prlnglples of human
rights and democracy in member countrles

But Dr Muhathlf like President Robert Mugabe “of Zimbabwe, noted that
there seemed to be different interpretations to what was meant by
democracy. Britain of 5@ or 100 deLé ago would not have qualified under
the definition today. ‘

In short, the Third World countries need tO'evolve and perfect thelr
democracies.

Like Mugabe, he said any head on rush to embrace the model of
democracies of the US, Britain and other western countries couid set back
whatever achievements and economic advancements of the emerQJng countrles
-- pore E
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir alsc expres Ed the fear , echoed by many other
developing ccocuntries, ofthe danger o'f unilateral imposition of the present
western concent o democracies.

He felt that there ohould be an agcpcy prefcrably the 'United Nations,
to decide Which count Ay\NASHWt plact 51ng these valuesg- before the
developed countries cut off trade andwa;d

Throughout all the great debate w1tp1n the walls of the summity what
was clear was that the Commonwealth could pledge all it could dbout linking
or not linking those democratic values with aid and trade.

But, atthe end of the day, the que?tlon of aid and trade and
democratic values would, ccqcntlally,,be one between the' receiving and
donor count ries, obacrvud Commonwealth Secretary General Chief Emeke
Anyaoku of Nigeria.

This means that many of the CommOHWEalth countries' are going to face a
lot of problems with these issues, qu Clally when”their fragile and

fledging economics aretied to fhc aproq strings of. their colonial masters.
-- Bernama i .

4
i
v
1

¥20/10/18-25MST ;



	Democracy in Commonwealth under closer scrutiny this time (Bernama 20/10/1991)

