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MAl..AYSIA is satisfied with the 
outrome of the just ended Com- 
monwealth Heads of Government 
meeting (CIIOGM). Prime Minis- 
ter Datuk Serl Dr Mahathir Moha; ----:-- 
mad said kt ena%l-eT?is-to v&e 
;ur v!‘Fws and make them known”. 

Speaking to the Malaysian 
press at the end of the meetrng. he 
said it provides an opportunity to 
present “our views on a number of 
ISSUCS of importance to Malaysia. 
These Include those on human 
rights, democracy, the environ- 
ment and the world economic 
situation”. 

Asked to comment on observa- 
trons and comments of many dele- 
gates at the meeting that 6e (Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir) is looked 
upon m the same hght’as the Bri- 
tush Prime Minsiter John Major 
~~ the only difference being that 
Mr Major is considered as the 
spokesman for the developed 
members and Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir the spokesman for the de- 
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veloping members - the Prime 
Minister said: 

“It is not important whether I 
am seen in this light. What is im- 
portant is that we presented our 
views.” 

It is important to make the 
views of the developing members 
known. The standards adopted by 
the developed members on human 
rights and democracy, for exam- 
ple, are not applicable to the de- 
veloping members. They have to 
evolve and the developing coun- 
tries must be given time. 

In addition, the cultural and 
economic situation in each of the 
member countries differ and 
these must be taken into account 
before the western standards are 
imposed on them. 

The Prime Minsiter said the 
meeting also enabled him to hold 
a number of bilateral meetings 
with other heads of government 
that were in Harare for the meet- 
ing. Otherwise a lot of time would 

be required to travel to these 
countries to meet them. 

Bilateral meetings were held 
with several heads and these in- 
cluded Mr Major, New Zealand’s 
James Brendan Bolter. Banala- 
desh’s Begum Khaleia Zia, t&s- 
tralia’s Bob Hawke. the Sev- 
chelles’ Albert Rene. Cyprus’ I% 
George Vassiliou and Singapore’s 
Goh Chok Tong. 

The Prime Minsiter held a lun- 
cheon meeting with some leaders 
of the African and Caribbean 
states during which views on vari- 
ous issues were exchanged. 

He explained that the-High Lev- 
el ADDraiSal GrouD IHLAG) which 
was-set up in 19i9‘at the’ Kuala 
Lumpur meeting has been man- 
dated to continue. The Common- 
wealth secretary-general will re- 
port to the group, which will now 
include President Robert Mugabe, 
chairman of the current CHOGM, 
and it will be left to the group, 
which Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 

will continue to chair on the fol- 
low-up decisions. 

Asked on his trip to Tanzania, 
the Prime Minsiter said it was 
aimed at strengthening bilateral 
relations. A number of African 
countries are interested in Malay- 
sia’s development and the pro- 
grammes it has adopted. 

Undoubtedly, the vist by the 
country’s number one salesman 
will provide an opportunity to ex- 
plore possibilities of expanding 
trade and investment by the busi- 
ness communities of both 
countries. 

Later, President Mugabe, as 
chairman of the meeting told a 
news conference that the meeting 
was “a tremendous success” even 
though it was “long and wide in 
agenda” and it achieved a number 
of goals. 

Specifically for Zimbabwe, he 
said the meeting “has done us a 
tremendous amount of good and 
left a tremendous impact on us”. 
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