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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. -
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr  Mahathi r  Mohamad
shp
Nations Conference on En-
vironment and Develop-
ment (UNCED) in Brazil
next June as his strong posi-
tion on the environment is
extremely important for the
developing world, UNCED
secretary-general Dr Mau-
rice Strong said today.

He believed developing
countries were looking to
Malaysia for a continuation
of its strong leadership in
these issues.

“I hope that he (Dr Ma-
hathir) will find it in his
interest to go to Rio de Ja-
neiro (to represent Malay-
sia) because the strong posi-
tion on the environment
that he has been advocating
is extremely important for
Malaysia and the develop-
in world,” he said when
asaed to comment on Dr Ma-
hathir’s recent statement
that Malaysia might skip
the conference if it was to be
a forum to criticise develop-
ing countries on their envi-
ronmental policies.

Sgeaking  after a meeting
wrt Deputy Prrme Minister
Ghafar Baba at his office, Dr
Strong added that Dr Ma-
hathir had every right to be
concerned adwas  Brazil.

“ B u t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e
would have been preceded
by two years of intense ne-
gotiations. However, there
will still be differences, oth-
erwise there would be no
need for a conference to try
to reach a consensus on
these issues.

“But the conference is not
an occasion for countries to
throw bricks at each other.

“In any case, they should
realise that Malaysia has a
far better environmental re-
cord than most countries.

“Nc country has solved
all its environmental prob-
lems, even my native Cana-
da. So we need a supportive
regime and Malaysia needs
and deserves support,

“Developing countries
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have rong demands which
I suppport, and we in the
secretariat are preparing
materials strongly support-
ive of them. However, it is
for their leaders to put for-
w a r d  t h e i r  s t a n d  a t
UNCED.”

On his meeting with En-
cik Ghafar, Dr Strong said
the Deputy Prime Minister
had made a “very impor-
tant” statement yesterday
in which he had reminded
developed countries of their
primary responsibility for
the global risks faced by the
world such as global warm-
ing and ozone depletion.

He added that developing
countries have created the
model for development for
others to follow, and now
needed to clean up their
own act as they produced
most of the chlorofluorocar-
sbons  depleting the ozone
layer.

-Asked by reporters after
the meeting whether Malay-
s i a  ktiould a t t e n d  t h e
UNCED. Encik Ghafar said
th$ matter was still under
coabideration.

At a Press conference lat-
er, he said the evidence de-
veloped by the UNCED pre-
paratory committee was
strongly supportive of the
position taken by Malaysia
with regards to the relation-
ship between the industria-
lised countries and the de-
veloping countries,

He said the conference

would be calling for the set-
ting up of an equitable glob-
al partnership to replace the
traditional North-South re-
lationship which tended to
be a “top to bottom” rela-
tionship where the powerful
dictated terms.

Dr Strong also supported
Malaysia’s proposal to host
a conference of developing
countries on environment
and development in Kuala
Lumpur next April.

He said it would be effec-
tive in helping to consoli-
date the position of develop-
ing c o u n t r i e s  t o  b e
forwarded to UNCED.

Stressing that he was not
here to seek Malaysia’s com-
mitment to attend the con-
ference,, Dr Strong said the
official invitations had been
issued and the secretariat
did not expect any official
answers until a few weeks
later.

He said although there
were radical Non-Govern-
m e n t a l  O r g a n i s a t i o n s
(NGOs)  that blamed the de-
veloping countries for many
of the environmental issues,
these groups did not repre-
sent Governments or main-
stream public opinion.

“On the whole, the 400
accredited NGOs taking
part in our preparatory com-
mittee meetings are not
onlv supportive of the devel-
oping countries position but
are also more critical of in-
dustrialised countries,” he
said.
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